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Preparation fot not 4 tem Fraſeiyis:; ſo. much more, 
Reverend is- Soſferiag; then making men to ſuffer for. 
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The QUESTION. 

V J Hat u moſt Fit, Eaſie and Safe 

| at thu Functure of Afﬀairs to 

be done, for (. 72. at leaſt ee 

Differences; for Allayng the Heat of 

Contrary Intereſts, and ma ig them 
tre 


Subſervient to the Intereſt 0 Go- 
vernment, and Conſiſtent with the Pra- 
ſperity of the Kingdom f — © 
The ANSWER, 
I. An Inviolable and Impartial Maintenance 
of Engliſh Rights. 
II. u POREY governing themſelves up- 
on a eas near as may be, towards 4 


ſeveral. Religious Intereſts. 
III. A ſincere Promotion of General and 


Practical Religion. 


I ſhall briefly diſcourſe upon theſe Three Things, aud 
endeavour to prove them a ſafficient, if not the 2 
Anſve that can be given wo the Queitioa propo 0 


Of 
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Of ENG LISH-RIGHT. 


v9 Here is no Government in the World but it m uſteither 
\ Rand upon il" and Power, or Condition and Con- 
. : be one rules by ten; the other by Lkws. 
And above all Kingdoms under Heaven it is Englund Felicity th 
have her Conſtitution ſo umpartially Juſt and Free, as there can- 
not well be any thing more remote from Arbitrarineſs, and jealous 
of preſerving her Laws, by which all Right is maintain d. 
| Theſe Laws are either Fundamental, and ſo immutable; or 
more Superficial and Temporary, and conſequently ukerable. 
By Superficial Laws we-underſtand ſuch Acts, Laws or Sta- 
tutes, as ate ſdited to preſent Occurrences, and Emergencies 
- of State ; and which may as. well bs abrogated, as they 
were firſt made for the Good of the Kingdom : For Inſtance : 
Thoſe Statutes that relate to Victuuls, -Cloaths, Times-and Pla- 
ces of Trade, Sc. which have ever ſtood whilſt the Reaſon of 
them was in Forte; but when that Benefit, which once redoun- 
died, fellby freſty Accidents, they ended according to that old 
Maxim, Ce Haute ratione legis, re ſſar lux. | 
By Fundamental Laws 1 do not only underſtand ſuch as imme- 
-diately ſpring from Syntereſit, that Eternal Principle of Truth and 
Sapience, more orleſs diſſeminated through Manking, which are as 
the Corner Stones of Humane Structure, the Baſis of teaſonable 
Societies, without which all would run into "Heaps, and Confuſi- 
on: namely, Honeſte vivere, alterum non ladere, jus ſuum cuig 
trihuere; that is, To live Honeſtly, not to Hurt another, and, 
to give every one their Right (Excellent Principles, and common 
to all Nations: Though that it ſelf were ſufficient to our preſent 
purpoſe). But thoſe Roghss and Priviledges, which I call. Exeliſn, 
and which are the proper Birth ri-he of Enzliſh men, may be 
reduced to theſe” Three: © Fe 109 
- Firſt, AnOwnryſhip,and Undiſturbed Paſſiſim: That what they 
have i rightly.theirs, and no Body g elſc. 
4 j 2ay, 


* 


2dly, A Vatingof every 5 that i mad:, whereby 
that Owner ſhip or Propriety may be maintained, 

zdly, An Influence upon, and areal Sh we in that Ju- 
dicatory Power that muſt apply every ſuch Lem; which i 
the Ancient, Neceſſary and Landable Uſe Furien if 
nor found among the Brittains to be ſure praftiſed by 
the Saxons, and continued thrown h the Normans to this 
very day. 

That theſe have been the Ancient and Undoubted 
Rights of En2/:ſk men, as three great Roots, under whoſe 
—— Branches the Eg liſh People have been wont to 

elter themſelves againſt the Storms of Arbitrary Go- 
vernment, I ſhall endeavour to prove. 


1. AnOwnerſhip and Ii ndiſturbed Poſſeſſion. 


This relates both to Title and Security of Eſtate, and 
Liberty of Perſon, from the Violence of Arbitrary 
Power. 

'Tis true, the Foot. Steps of the Britiſh Government are 
very much over-grown by Time: There is ſcareely any 
thing remarkable left us, but what we are beholden to 
Strangers for; either their on Unskilfulne's in Letters, 
or their Depopulations and Conqueſts by Invaders, have 
deprived the World of a particular Story of their Laws Cæſar. Com. 
and Cuſtoms in Peace or War : However, Ceſar, Ta. Tu. in vit. 
cir, and eſpecially Dion, ſay enough to prove their Agric. 
Nature and their Government to be as far from Slaviſh, as Dur. . G. 
their Breeding and Manners were remote from the Edu. Beda. 
cation and greater Skill of the Romans. Bede and A. AA. i eſt. an. 
W:ſtminfter ſay as much. 416.1.1.c.17 

The Law of Property they obſerved, and made thoſe 
Laws that concern'd the Preſervation of it. 

The Saxons brought no Alteration to theſe two Fun. 
damentals of our Exgliſb Government; for they were a 
Free People, govern'd by Laws; of which they them- 
ſelves were the Makers; that is, There was no Law 

a mace 


£59 
made without the Conſent of the People (de majoribu: 
Hiſt. Germ. _ as Tacitus obſerveth of the Germans in _—_ 
They loſt nothing by tranſporting of themſelves hither ; 
and doubtleſs found a Conſiſtency between their 
Concil. Bri, Laws, then their Ambition: For the Learned Collector 
P. 397. of the Britiſh Councils tells us, That Erhelfor, the Saxen 
King, pleading with the People, told them, Seeing 7, 
according to your Law, allow what is yours, ds ye ſo with me, 
Whenee Three Things are obſervable , 1/7, That fome- 
thing was theirs, that no Body elſe could diſpoſe of. 249, 
That they bave Property by their own Law ; therefore 
they had a Share in making their own Laws. 34h), That 
the Law was Umpier between King and People; nei - 
ther of them ought to infringe ; the Law limited them, 
Ll.lne Lam. This Bua, the Great Saxon King, confirms; There ts 
no Great Man, ſaith he, nor any other in the whole King 
dam, that may aboliſh written Laws, It was alſo a great 
GIN part of the Saxon Oath, adminiſtred to the Kings at 
er. c. 1. their Entrance upon the Government, ro Maint 4:.d 
S. 2. Rule according to the Laws of the Nation. Their Par. 
liament they called Micklemote, or is ittangemote; it 
conſiſted of King, Lords and People, before the Clergy 
mterwove themſelves with the Civil Government, And 
Miror. Juſt, Andrew Horn in his Mirer of Juſtice, tells us, That 
c. 1. f. 3. the Grand Aſſembly of the Kingdom in the Saxon time, was 
§. 2 to confer of the Gevernmunt of God's People, how t hey 
c 8 11. mig hi be kept from Sin in quiet, and have Right dune the 
* according to the Cufteny and Laws. 

Nor did this Law end with the Saxen Race William 
the Conqueror, as he is uſually called, quitting all claim 
by Conqueſt, gladly ſtoopt to the Laws obſerved by 

| the Saxon Kings, and ſo became a King by Leave, valu- 
*Hoven, E ad. ing a Title by Election before that which is founded in 
mr, Hiſtor. power only: He therefore at his Coronation made a ſo. 
L. 1.p.13. tern Covenant to maintain the good, approv'd, and anci- 
AM. Paris, in ex; Laws of the Kingdom, and to inhibit all Spoil and un- 


vit. Gul:elv!.. ju Judgment. And 


: C 
And this, Henry the firſt, his third Son, amongſt others 
his Titles mentioned in his Charter, to make Ely a Bi- 


ſhoprick, calls himſelf Sen of William che Great, who Spicieg.. 


by Hereditary Right ſucceeded King Edward (call d 


he Confeſſor) in this Kingdom. An ancient Chronicle ; 
of ene _— of Lords that adviſed Chro. Leif, 


William of Normandy, To cal together al the Nobles and 
Wiſe Men throughout their Counties of England, that they 
mig bt ſet down their own Laws and Cuſtoms ; which was 
about the fourth year of his Reign: Which implies, 
that they had Fundamental Laws, and that he intended 
their Confirmation, as followeth. And one of the firſt 
Laws made by this King, which, as a notable Author 
faith, may be called rhe firſt Magna Charta in the Nor- 
man Times, by which he reſerved to himſelf nothing of 
the Free-men of this Ki but their Free Service; in 


the Concluſion of it, ſaith, that The Landi of the Inbabi» Ll, Cual 
rants of this Kingdom were granted to them un Inheritance c. 35. 


of the King, and by the Common Council of the whole 
Kingdom; which Law doth alſo provide, That hey ſhall 
bid, their Lands and Tenements well or 42 and in 
Peace, from all unjuſt Tax and Tile ich is further 
expounded in the Laws of Henry t 

ne Tribute or Tax be taken, but what was due in 
Edward the Confefſor's Time, So that the Norman Kings 
claim no other Right in the Lands and Poſſeſſions of any 
of their — — then according to Engliſh Law and 
Right. ſo tender were they of Property inthoſe 
times, that when Juſtice it ſelf became im nate in a 
Caſe, no Diſtreſs could iſſue without publick Warrant 
obtained; nor that neither, but upon Three Complaints 
firſt made: Nay, when Rape and Plunder was rife, and 
men ſeem d to have no more Right to their oun, then t 
had Power to maintain, even then was this Law ſuffici- 


ent Sanctuary to all Oppreſſed, by being publickly plea. Ll. Cale. 


ded at the Bar againſt all Uſurpatioas, though it were cap.42, 45, 
a 2 under Gloſſ. 227. 


Camb, Brit, 
Nor. 


LI. Edw. 


LI. Vr. e.1. 


& 31. 


6 2 
under the Pretence of their Conqueror's Right it ſelf, as 


by the Calc of Edwin of Sharntoxrn appears, 

The like Obligation to maintain this Fundamental Law 
of Property, with the appendent Rights of the Pcople, 
was taken by Ru, Henry the iſt, Stepben, Henry 
the 2d; Kichard the 1ſt, Fehn, and Heury the 3d ;. 
which brings me to that Famous Law, called, 12-4 
Charta, or The Great Charter of England, of which 
more anon; it vein my Deſign to ſhew, That nothing 
of the Eſſential Rights of Engliſh men was thereby de 
deve granted, as in Civility to King Henry the third. 
it is termed; but that they are therein enly repeated 
and confirmed: Wherefore I ſball return to antecedent 
Times tofetch down the remaining Rig hte, 

The ſecond part of this firſt Fundamental is, Liberty 
of Perſon, The Saxons were ſo tender in the point of 
Impriſenment, that there was little or no uſe made of 
it; nor would they ſo puniſh their Bond- men, virculis 
corrcere rarum eſt: In caſe of Debt or Dammage, the 
Recovery thereof was either by a Delivery ot the juſt 
Value in Goods, or upon the Sheriffs Sale of the Goods, 
in Money; and if that ſatisfied not, the Land was exten- 
ded ; and when all was gone, they were accuſtomed to 
naake their laft Seizure upon the Party's Arms, and then 
he was reputed an Undone Man, and caſt vpon the Cha- 
rity of his Friends fer Subliſtence, but his Perion never 
impriſon'd for the D-br, no, not in the Fing's Cafe: 
And to the Henevr of King Alfrea be it (poaken, He 1m- 
priſon'd one of bis Pndges for Impriſening a Alan in that 
Caſe, And we find among his Laws this Paſſage, Qui 


immerentem Pag anum Vl 0 ſtrixxeret, decem ſolidis 


noxam ſarcito: That if a Man ſhoi id impriſon a Pagan, 


or F«athen. unjuſtly , his Purgation of that -Offence 
ſhould be no leſs then the Payment of Ten Shillings ; 
a Sum very conſiderable in thoſe dayes Nor did the 


Revolution from. 54x07 to Norman drop this Priviledge; 
8 b for _ 


XUM 


CF 
for beſides the general Confirmation of former Rights 
by William, ſurnamed the Congueror, his Son Henry the Ll, 7 alicbn. 
firſt, particularly took ſuch Care of continuing this part c. 42, $55" 
of Property inviolable, that in his Time no Perſon was to LI. Hear 1. 
be impri;on'd for committing of Mortal Crime it ſelf, cap. 5. 
unle's he were firſt attainted by the Verdict of Twelve 
Men. 
Thus much for- the firſt of my Three Fundamentale, 
Right ef Eftate, and Liberty of Perſon ;, that is to ſay, 
Tam no man's Borid-man, and what I poſſeſs i in violabiy 
mie own, 


2. AVoting of every Lew that i made, whereby that 
omnerſbip or Propriety may be maintained, 


That the ſecond Fundamental of our En»g/:ſb Govern 
ment was no Increachment upon the Kings of more 
modern Ages, but extant long before the great Charter 
made in the Reign of Hen. 37 even as early as the Br:t- 
tuns themſelves; and that it continued to the time of 
Hen. 3. I ſhall prove by ſeveral Inſtances, 

5 Ce/. Comm: 

Ceſar in his Commentaries tells us, That it was the 1. 5, 6. 
Cuſtom of the Bru::ſh Cities to Elect their General; Dion. in vit. 
and if in War, why not in Peace? Dias aſſures us in Sever, 
the Life of Severus the Empes::r, That in Brurain the 
People held a Share in Power and. Government ; which 
ie the modeſteſt Conſtruction his words will bear, m . cit. in vit. 
Tacitus ſaith, They had a Common Council; and that Agric, c. 12. 
one great Reaſon of their Overthrow by the Xomans was, 
their not Conſulting with, and Relyingupon their Com- 
mon Council. Again, Both «4+ and Afar. 1 
tell us, That the Britt ain ſummom d a Synod, chole their 
Moderator, and expell d the Fel n Creed: All v hich 
ſuopoſes popular ſſembles, W Power to order Nati- 
onal Affairs. And indeed, the learned Author of the B» ic- 
tiſh Councils gives ſome Hints te this Purpoſe, That = * 

| d. 


v Fe, 
nad a Common Council, and call'd it, KYFR-Y-THEN. 
The Saxons were not inferiour to the Britains in this 
Point, and Story furniſheth us with more and plainer 
Proofs, T y brought thi Liberty along with them, 
and it was not likely they ſhould looſe it, by tranſport- 
ing themſelves into a Country where they alſo found it. 
T acits it to have been generally the German. 
Tacit. Hiſt, Liberty, like unto the Cencis of the Arbenians and 
Germ, Lacedemonians. — 8 their Free · men Frilings, and 
Plat. in vit. theſe had Votes in the Making and Executing the general 
S & Hi. Laws of the Kingdom. In Erbelberr's time, after Au. 
ftin's Inſinuations had made his Followers a Part of 
the Government, the Commune Concilium was tam Cleri 
Concil. Brie, quam Populs, In Inas time, Suaſn & inſtitute Epiſcopo- 
„ ram, ommnium Senatorum &. natu majorum ſapientum populi. 
LI. Sax Lam. Alfred after him reform'd the former Laws conſults ſa- 
Cantab. f. 1. pientam. Likewiſe Matters of publick and general 
Ibid, f. 22. — in caie of War, &c. we have granted in the Aſ- 
ly, Regi, Baronibns & Popule, And though the S4. 
LI. Ed. Lam. vn Word properly imports the Meeting of Wiſe Men, 
Cant · f. 1 39. yet all that would come might be preſent, and interpoſe 
their Like or Diſlike of the preſent Propoſition, as that of 
Ina, in magng ſer verum Dei frequentia, Again, Com- 
mune Concilium ſeniorum & populorum totins regni, the 
Common Council of the Elders and People of the whole 
Kingdom. The Council of Winton, Ann.855. is ſaid to 
LI. Sar. Lan be in the Preſence of the Great Men, «liorumy;, fidelinns 
p. 1. in init a multitudinc; & an infinite multitude of other faith - 
Concil. Brie. ful People, which was nigh Four Hundred Y cars before the 

19. Ingulph. Great Charier was made. 


My laſt Inſtance of the Savon Ages ſhall be out of the 


a, — Gleſſery of the learned Engliſh Knight, H. Spelman : 
f it. Cemete The Saxon Wittangemere or Parliament (faith he) A Con- 
264. wventionof the Princes, 4 well Biſhops & Magiſtrates, and 

the free People of the Kingdom ] and that the ſaid t- 

gemere conſulted of the common Safety in Peace and War, 

ind for the Promotion of the common Good. Wilkarn of 

Normandy 


PTY -, 


63 
Normandy choſe rather to rely uo the — — Can ſent, then 
his own Power to obtain the Kingdom, He (wore to them to 
maintain their old Laws and Prividedges ; they to him Obe- 
dience for his ſo governing of them: for, as a certain Author 
hath it, He bound bimſelf to be Fuſt,that be might be Great; LI. Culielm, 
and the People to ſwbmit to Juſtice, that they might be Fres In c. 55, 
his Laws, C. 5 5. We, by the Common Conner of the whole 
Kingdom,bave granted the Peoples Lands to them is Inberi- 
tance, according ro their ANCIENT Laws. Matters of 

eneral Charge upon the whole Body of the People, were 

ed by this grand Council, by the Commune Concilium, 

Cy in the Charge of Arms unpoſed upon the Subject. LI. Guliel, 
The Law faith it to have been done by the common Council c. 5 . 
of the Kingdom, So . Rufus and Henry the Firſt, were Syicileg, 


received by the common Conſent of the People. And Stephen's M. Malmbs, 


Words were, Ego Stephanus, Des gratia, Aſſenſu Cleri Hiſt, p, 101, 
& Populi in Regno Anglia ele, & c. I Stephen, by the Carr, moder. 
Grace of God, and Cenſent of the Clergy and People, fader, mag n. 
ehoſen King of England, &c. So King Fohn was choſen tam ſigil. ann. 1. 
Clers quam Pepuli unanime conſenſu & favere, by the Fa- Foh. ex vet. 
vour and unanimous Conſent of the Clergy and People : Reg inarch. 
And his Qucex is ſaid to have been crown'd de commu Cant ur. Ar. 
conſenſu & concords voluntate Archiepiſcoperum, Comitum, chiepiſcop. 
Baronam, Cleri & Populi tot is Regnt, i. e. by the common Roe, Cart. 
Aſſent and unanimous Good - Will of the Arch Biſbeps, ann. 5. 
Biſiep, Counts, Barons, Clergy and People of the whels Fob. Memb. 3 
Kingdom, King EA. 1 alſs deſired Money of the commune n. 29. 
Concilium or Parliament, as they have given in my time, N. Par. 24. 
and that of my Progenitors, K ings, Edw. I. u. 22. 

All which ſhows, that it was Antecedent to the Great 
Charter, not the Rig hes therein repeated and confirmed, but 
the Act it (elf, 

And King John's Reſignation ot the Crown to the Pope, 
being queſtion d upon lome Occaſion in Edward the 34's Rer. Par. 40. 


Time, it was agreed upon, that he had no Pon er to do Ed. 3. u. 78; 


it without the Conſent of the Duk;s, Prelates, Earrons and 
Commons, 


And as paradaval as any may pleaſe to think it, tis 
the 
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the great Intereſt of a Prince, that the People ſhould 
have a ſhare in the making of their own Laws ;, where tis 
otherwiſe, they are no Kings of Free-men, but Slaves, and 
thoſe their Enemies for * them ſo. Leges nulla alia 
cauſa nes tenent, quam quod juditio populs recepte ſunt; 
The Laws (faith Chin) do therefore obliege the People, 
becauſe they are allowed of by their Judgment, And 
Gratian, in Dec. diſtin, 4. Tum demum humane leges 
babent vim ſuam, cum furerint non mods inſtuute, ſed ctiam 
firmate Approbatione Communitatis : lt is then f faith he) 
that human Laws have-their ducForce,when they ſhall not 
only be deviſed, but confirm'd by the Approbation of the 
People, 1. It makes Men diligent, and encreaſeth Trade, 
which advances the Revenue „dor where Men are not free, 
they will never ſeek to improve, becauſe they are not ſure 
of what they have. 2. lt frees the Prince from the Fea- 
lonſie and Hate of his People; end conſequently, the 
Troubles and Dar.ger that follow ; and makes his Province 
eaſie and ſafe, 3, If any Inconveniency attends the Exe- 
cution of any Law, the Prince is not to be blam d; tis their 
own Fault that made, atleaſt conſented to it. 

| ſhall now proceed to the third Fundamental, and by 
plain Evidence prove it to have been a material part of the 
Government before the Great Charter was enacted. 


3. The People have an Influence upon, and a great Share 
in that Fudicatory Power. Cc. 


That it was a Brittiſt Cuſtom, I will not affirm, but have 
ſome Reaſon to ſuppoſe ; for if the Saxors had brought it 
with them, they would alſo have leſt it behind them, and 
in all likelyhood there would have been ſome Footſteps in 
Saxony of ſuch a Law or Cuſtom which we find not, 1 will 
not enter the Liſts with any about it; This ſhall ſuffice, that 
we find it early among the Saxons in this Country; and if 

they, a free People in their own Country, ſetling them- 
ſelves here asa new planted Colony, did ſupply what was 


defeftiye in their own Government, or add ſome new 
| Free- 


ah. 

Freedom to theruſelves, as ad Planters are wont to do; 
which are as thoſe firſt and Corner Stones, their Poſterity 

with all Care and Skill are to build upon, that will ſerve my 

turn, to prove it a Fundamental; that is, ſuch a firſt P,. in- 

ciple in our Engliſh Government, by the Agreement of the 

People Ag. that it ought not te be , : I would 
not be un d of the Number, but of the Way of Try al;, 

that is to ſay, that Aden wore not to be condemned but by the 

Votes of the Freemen, NB acon thinks that in ruder times the 
- multitude tryed aff amony themſelves ;"und fancyes it came 

from Gyec:ans,that determin'd Comrover ſis by rhe S. frag. 

of 34 or the mayor part of thim, Be it as it will, Furies the 

Saxons had; for in the Laws of King-Fcheldred, about 
zoo Years before the Entrance of the Norman Duke, we LI. Sax. Lan 
find enac ted, in fingalis Centarits, &. thus Engliſht, ahn. 675, 

In every Hundred let there be a Court, and lat twelve An- 

cicut Free-men, together with the Lord of the Hundred be 

ſworn, that they will net condemn the Innocent, or ang the 

Gmilry - And 88 — 
this — Way of Judicature, that 4 put one 
his Judges to Death fer paſſing Sentence npon « Verdi 

cerrapt iy obtain d.. aw the Votes of the s, three of 

twelve bein in the Negative : If the N was ſo ſacred, 

what was the Conſtitution it ſelf? The very er ex 

ecuted another of his Judge, for paſſing Sentence of Pha 
en an Ignoramus return d by the Jury; and 2 third for 

condemning 4 Man uport an Inqueſt taken ex officio, whenas 

the Delinquent had not put bumſelf upon their Tryal, More 
of his Juſtice might be mention d even in this very Caſe. 

There was alſo a Lew made in the time of «/Erbeldred\, LI. Etheld c. 
when the Brittains and Saxons began to grow tame to each 3. Limb. 
other, and intercommon amicably, that faith, Let tbere be 
Twelve men of Underſtanding, Cc. 15 iſh ard fix 
Welſh, and let them deal Fuftice, both to Engliſh 4nd 
Welch. 

Alſo in thoſe ſimpler times, Ia Crime extended but te 1 I. s. 
ſome ſhameful Pennance, 4s Pillary ar Whipping (the laſt Ll. Cana. 
whereof as uſual as it may * with us, was inflicted only 
upon 
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88 
upon they Bond- men) then might the Pennance be redu'd: 
10 4 Ranſom, according to the Nature of the Fault; but it 
muſt be jo aſſeſt in the Preſence of the Judge, and by the 
Twelve, that. is the Fury of Friling:, or Free- men. 

Hitherto Stories tell vs of 7 xyals by Furies, and thoſe 
to have conſiſted in general Terms of Free-men, but PER 
PARES came after, occaſion d by the conſiderable Saxons, 
neglecting that Service, and leaving it to the inferior People 
Cho loſt the Bench, their ancient Right, becauſe they. were 
not thought Company for a judge or Skerif) And from the 

rowing Pride of the Danes, who lighted ſuch a Rural Ju- 
— and deſpiſed the Fellowſhip of the mean Saxo 
Free-men in publick Service; for the wiſe Saxon King per- 
cciving the Daugerous Conſequence of ſubmitting the 
Lives and Liberties of the Inferiour (but not leſs uſeful 
People) ts the Oictates of any ſuch ſuperb Humour; and on 
the other hand, of ſubjecti e Nobler Sort to the Suffrage. 
of the Inferior Rank, with the Advice of his IWirtazenmote 
provides a third Way, moſt Fqual and Grateful, and by 
Agreement with Gunthurne the Dane, ſetled the Law of 
Peers, or Equals; which is the Envy of Nations, but the 
famous Priviledze of our Engliſh People,one of thoſe three 
Pillars the Fabtick of this ancient and Free Government 
—— Strength by L. d db 
is Benefit gets 4me, and is receiv 
the Norman- Duke and his Suceeſſors; and not only — 
firm d in the lump of other Priviledges, but in one notable 
Caſe ſor all, that might be ou to prove, that the fur; 
damental Privil;d;es mention d in the Great Charter, 9, 
Hen, 3. were before. it. The Story is mare at large deliver d 
by our Learned Selder But thus; The Norman Duke having 
— his half Brother · Odo, a large Territory in Kent, with 
e Earidom; and he taking Advantage at the King's being 
Aſpleaſed with the Arch- Biſnop ef Canterbury, to poſſes him. 
ſelf of ſome of the Lands of that See: Lanafranł that ſuc: 
ceeded the Arch - Biſhop, inform d hereof, petition d the King 
for Juſtice ſecundum legem terre, according to the Law of 
the Land; upon which the Ai ſummon d a Count) - Court, 
tbe 
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the Debate laſted three Dayes before the Free-men f Kent 
in the Preſence of Lords and Biſhops, and others hilful in 
the Law, and the Jude ment ed for the Arch-Biſhop 
UPON THE FOTES OF THE FREE-MEN. 


By all which it is (Thope) ſufficiently and inoffenſively 
manifeſted, that theſe three Principles: | 

1, Engliſh men have individually the alone Right of Poſs 
ſeſſion avd D\ſpeſition of what they have. 

2. That they are Parties to the Laws of their Conntry, fer 
the Maintenance of that great and juſt Law, 

3: That they have an Influence upon, and à real Share 
in the Fudicatory Power, that ſhall apply thoſe Laws made, 
have been the ancient Rigbrs of rhe Kingdom, and common 
Baſit of the Government ;, that which Kings under the ſe- 
veral Revolutions have ſworn to maintam, and Hiſtory 
—_—_ to confirm z So that the 
Great Charter inthe gth deg {0} be many 
Nativity, but Reftoration of ancient Proviled;es from Cap- 
tivity; No Grant of New Rights, but a New Grant, or 
— rather of Ancient 8 violated 
— ing John, and gain d by his at the 
of a long and bloody War, which ſhew d them as reſolute 
to keep, as their Anceſtors had been careful to enact thoſe 
excellent Laws, f 

2 af ciceTion aedy bong Ke 

ve and {ious o I have il 
— and which I ſhall briefly touch upoa with thoſe 
ſucceſhve Srarxtes that have been made in Honour and 
Preſervation of it. 


T ſhall rehearſe ſo much of it as falls within the Conſide- 
ration of the foregoing Matter, which is a great deal in a 
little; with ſomething of the Formality of Grant and 
Curſe, that this Age may ſce, with what Reverence and 
Circumſpittion our Anceſtors govern'd themſelves in Con- 
forming and Preſerving it. | 


Henry, by the Grace of God King of England, &c. g th. Hen. 3. 


To all Arcl» Biſhops, Earls, Barons, Sheriffs, Pro- 
b 2 


vols 


Ho. - 
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voſes, Officers, as 21 Bailifs, 4nd our faithful 
StbjeRs, who ſhall ſee thus preſent Charter, Greeting, 
© Know ye, that we, unto the Honour of Almighty 
God, and for the Salwation of the Souls of our Pro- 
© genitors, and our Succeflors, Kings of England, 
© tothe Advancement of Holy Church, and A- 
© meadment of our Realm, of our meer and free. 
ill have given and granted to all Arch. Biſhops, 
© &c. and to all Free: men of this out Realm, theſe 
© Liberties under written, to be holden and kept 
cin this our Realm of EAgla for evermore. 
Though in Honour to the King, it is ſaid to be out of 
his meer and free Will, yet the ification of the Perſons, 
he is ſaid to grant the enſving Liberties to, ſhew, that they 
are Terms of Formality, viz.. 7. 41 Free. men of thu _ 
Realm ; for they muſt be free, becauſe of theſe Laws and 
Libertics, fince 'twas impoſſible they could be any Thing 
dut Slave without them; Conſequently, this was not an 
— their juſt Paivi- 
ledges. Words of the Charter are theſe: | 
© A Free. mus (hal not be amerced for a ſmall 
Ch. 14. Fault, but after the Quantity of the Fault; and 
© for a great Fault, after the Maaner thereof, ſa- 
© ving to him his Coatenements or Freehold: And 
© a Merch int like wiſe ſhall be amerced, ſaving to 
© him his Merchandize; and none of the ſaid A- 
- © mercements (hall be aſſeſſed, but by the Oath 
© of good and honeſt Men of the Vicinage. 
Ch.29. No Free man ſhall be taken or impriſpn'd,nor be 
' © difſeized of bufree- bold or Liberties, cr trce Cu- 
c ftoms, or be outlaw'd or exiled, or any other 
wayes deſtroyed; nor we ſhall not paſs upon him, 
nor condemn him, but by Lmf Fudgment of | 
ld 14 
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his Peers, or by the L of the Land, we ſhall 
© ſell to no Man, we fhall deny, or deſer to no 
Mana either Juſtice or Right, 


I ſtand amazed, how any Man can have the Confidence 
to ſay, The ſe Priviledges were txtorted by the Barons Wars, 
when the King declares, tt at what he did herein, was freely 
or that they were New Priviledges, when the very Tenour 
of the Words prbve the tontrary ; for Freehold, Liberrier, 
or Free Cuſtems are by the Charter it ſelf ſuppoſed to be 
32 the Poſſeſſion of the Free-men at the making and publiſh- 
ing thereof, No Free man ſhall be taken or impriſon'd ; 
then he is free; this Liberty is his Right. Again, Ns Free- 
man ſhall be diſſeixed of hu Freehold, Libertich or free 
Cuftoms ; then certainl he werte Poſſeſſion of thent. And 
that great Father in the Laws of England, Chief Juſtice .. 
Cook, in his Proæm to the 2d Part of his 4nftitnrts, tells us, Cook, Pro- 
that the ſe Laws and Libertzes were gan ber d and ob ſerv d m. Inftit. . 
amongſt others in an intire Volumn by K ing Edward the Con- part. 2. 
feſſer, confirmed by: William, the: Congueror ;, © 
which were afterwards ratified by Henry the firſt ; cnlas- . 
ged b Henry the ſetcend, in his Conſtitutions at Clarendor, 
and after muchConteſt and Blood ſpilt between King John 
and the Barons concerning them, were ſolen nly eftabliſhed 
at running. Acad near Stanes; and laſtly, brought to their 
former Station, and publifh'd by this King Henry the third, 
in the gth Year of his Reign; And though Evil CounſeVors 
would have provoakt him to void his Father's Act and his 
own, as if the firſt had been the Effect of Force, the other 
of Nors Age ;, yet it ſo pleaſed Almighty God, who hath 
ever been propitious to this Ungrateſul Iſland, that in the 
20th Year of his Reign, he did confirm and compleat this 
Charter, for a perpetual Eſtabliſhment of Liberty to all 
ſree · born Exgliſh Men and their Heirs forever, ordaining, 
Quid centrævenientes per Dominumt Regem cum Convitts 
facrint, graviter punia*trr. i, e. but whoſoever ſhould act 
any Thing contrary to theſe Laws, upon Convict ion ſhould 
be prievor ſly puniſhed by our Lord the King. And in the 
22 Year of his Reign, it was confirmed by the Statute — 
Mareb, 


ws. 


| e, 
52. Hen. z. Alan leb. c. 5 and ſo venerable an Eſteem have ourAnceſtors 
Stat. Marleb. had for this great Charter and indiſpenſibly neceſſary have 
they thought it to their own and Poſterities Felicity, that it 
hath been above 30 Times ratified, and commanded under 
great Penalties, to be put in Execution, G 

Here are the 3 F tals comprehended & expreſt, 

to hav: been the Rights and Privi edges of Exgliſh Men. 
1. Ownerſbp, conſiſting of Liberty and Property, in 


that it ſuppoles Engliſh Men tobe Free, there's Liberty, 


next, that they have Freebolds ;, there's Property, 

2. have the Voting of their own Law; for 
that was an ancient free Cuſtom, as | have already prov'd; 
and all ſuch Coſtoms are — 2 — by this great 
Charter; Beſides, the Peqple helpt to make it. 

3. An Influence upon, and a real Share in the Judicatory 
Power, in the Execution and Application of Law. 

This is a ſubſtantial Part, thrice provided for in thoſe 
ſixteen Lines of the Charter by us rehears d: 1. That 
no Amercement ſhall be aſſeſſed, but by the Oath of good and 
honeſt Men of the Vicinage. 2. Nor we ſhall not paſs upon 
him, nor condenen hum, but by Lawful judgment of his 
Peers, 3. Or by the Law of the Land, which is Yynonymoms, 
er a Saying of equal Signification with Lawful judgment 
of Peers; for Law of the Land, and Lawful Judgment of 
Peers, are the Proprium quarts modo, or eſſential Qualities 
of theſe Chapters of our great Charter, being communi- 
cable, Omni ſoli & ſemper, to all and every Clauſe thereof 

Cook, on c. 4. alike. Chief Juſtice Cook well obſerves, that per leg em 
of 52, E. 3, terre, or by the Law of the Land, imports no more then 
Inſt. 2. 50. 4 Tryal by Proces, and Mit original at Common Law, 
which cannot be without the Lawful Judgment of Equals, 
or 4 common Jury 3 therefore per legale Tudic mom parium, 
by the Lawful Judgment of Peers, and per legem terra, by 
the Law ofthe Land, _ ſignifie the ſame Priviledge to 
the People: So that it is the Judgment of the Free-men of 
England, which gives the Caſt, and turns the Scale of Ex. 

gliſh Tuſtice, 

Theſe Things pug ſo evidently prov'd by long Uſe 
and ſeveral Laws y to have been the fi: Principles o- 

Fundamental 


N 
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Vondamentals to the Eng/iſb free Government; take 
leave to propoſe this Queſtion 3. May rhe free People of 
England be y diſſe:ced of allo? any of the « fundamental 
Pronciples, without t heir Individual Conſent ? 


Anſw. With Submiſſion to better Skill; I conceive, 
Not; for which I ſhall produce firſt my. Reafons ; then 
Ant hort tes. 

1. Through the Britriſh; Saxon and Norman Times, 
the People of this: Iſland have been reputed and call d 
Free min by King, Parliaments, Records and Hiſtories; 
and as a Son ſuppoſes a Father, ſo Free- men Free- 
dom, This Qualification imports a — 2 ſuch 
a Right as beyond which there is none on Earth to disfree 
them, or deprive them of it ; therefore an unalterable fun- 

damental Part of the Government. 

2. It can never be thought, that they intruſted an 
Legiſiators with this CapitalPriviledge further then to u 
their beſt Skill to ſecure and maintain it, that is, ſo far 
as they were a Part of the Exgliſh Government; they 
never delegated or im d any Men, that de jurt they 
could deprive them of that fication ? and 4 Fatto ad 

Jus non valet-Argumentums for the Queſtion is not, hr 
May be done? —— * 1h to CE ON and 
Stewards are impower'd, not to alienate, but pre ſarve and 
improve other Mens Inheritances. N Owner deliver 
their Ship and Goods into any Man's Hands to give away, 
or run upon. a Rock; neither do they conſigu their Aﬀairs 
to Agents or Fact ors without Limitation, All Trufſts- 
ſuppole ſuch a Fundamental Right in them for whom the 
Truſts are, as is altogether indiſſolvable by the Truſtees: 
The Traſt is the Liberty and Property of the People; the 
Limitation is, that it ſhould not be invaded, but inviolably 
eſerved according to the Law of the Land, | 

3. If Sau Populi be ſupreme lex, the Saſety of the Peo 
ple tue uighe Law, as ſay ſeveral of our ancient famous 
Laxyeriand Law- Bob; then ſince the aforeſaid Rights 
are as the Sinnews of this fiee Body politique, or that ſoveZ. 
raign Cordial without which this free People muſt needs 

_ conſume. 


before the Houſe, People before their Repreſentatives , 
and the — Creature, The Steward lives 
by preſerving the Eftatez the Houle ſtands by Neaſon of 
ics Foundation; the Repreſentative depends upon the 

. People, and the Creature ſdbſits by the Power of its Cre- 
ator. Every Repreſentative in the World, is as the Cre- 
ature of rhe People 1, for the People make them, and to 
them they owe their — Here is no Tranſefſentiating 
or Tranſubſtantiating of Being from People to Repreſen- 

tative, no more then there is an abſolute transferring of a 

Tirle in a Letter of Atorney; The very Term Repreſen- 
tative is enough to the contrary : Wherefore as the Houſe 

cannot ſtand without its Foundation, nor the Creature ſub- 
ſiſt without its Creator; ſo can there be No Repreſentarrve 
without 4 _ nor that People free, which all along is 

"intended (ax inherent to, and inſeparable from the Exgiz]b 


E nor can tt ere be any Freedom 
ing be Fundamental. In ſhort, I would 
fain know of any how the Branches can cut up the 


Root of the Tree that bears them ? How any Repreſent a- 
rive that is not only a meer Tru to preſerveFundamenta!s, 
the Peoples Inheritance bet. that is à Kerr ſentatiur, that 
makes Laws, by Virtue of this Fundamental Law, that 
the People bath 4 Power in Legiſlation (the 2d Principle 

| — by me) can have Power to emeve or deftroy that 

undamental? The Fundamental makes the People free, 
this free People make a Repreſentative ;, Can this Creature 
unqualifie it Creator PW har 1 roſe higher then 
its Head ?- The Repreſentative is at beſt but a true Copy, 
an Exemplification ; the frie People are the Original, not 

-cancellable * Tran ſcritt: if that Fundamental 
that gives to the People a Power of Legiſlation, be net 
'annullable by that Repreſemtariyebecarſe it makes it u hat 
Mit is; much lecan that ny diſſeixe Men of 
their Liberty and Property, the firſt Great F W 

; that 
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that is the Parent of this other, which intitles to a Share in 
making Laws for the Preſervation of the firſt inviolably. 
Nor is the third other then the neceſſary Production of the 
two firſt,to intercept Arbitrary Deſigni,and make Power le- 
gal for where the People have not a Share ix Judgment, that 
is, in the Application, as well as making of the Law; the 
other two are imperfect, open to daily Invaſion, ſhould 
it be our Infelicity to have a violent Prince: for as Property 
is every day expos'd, where thoſe that have it are deſtitute 
of Power to hedge it about by Law-makzng ;, (0 thoſe that 
have both, if they have not the Application of the Law, 
but the Creatures of another Part of the Government,how 
eaſily is that Hedge broken down ? And indeed, as it is a 
moſt juſt and neceſſary, as well as ancient and honourable 
Cuſtom, ſo it is the Princes Intereſt; for ſtill the People 
are concern d in the Inconvenicncies with him, and he is 


above 50 Statutes now in Print, e its venerable Anti- 17 K © 
Rot, Pari. 42. 


Ed.3'c.3. 
Cook, 2. Inſt. 


of Lancaſter in the 14th of Edu. 2. adjudged to dye with- 43. 
out Lawful Tryal of his Peers, and afterwards Henry Earl Stam pl. cor. 
of Lancaſter his Brother, was reſtored: the Reaſons given ? 150. 
were two; 1. Becauſe the faid Thomas was not arraign'd | 
and put to Anſwer ; 2. That he was put to Death without 
Anſwer, or Lawful Fudgment ef his Peers, The like 
Proceedings were inthe Caſe of Jobs of Gaunt, p. 39. 

coram Rege. And in the Earl of Arundel's Cale, Ret, Parl, 

4 Edw. z h. 13. And in Sr. John Alce's Cale, 4 Edw. 3. n. 2. 

Such was the Deſtruction committed on the IA. H 

in the Tower of London by Ric hard the 3d. But above 

all, that Attainder cf Thomas Cremwel, Earl of Eſſex, 

who was attainted of 2 as appears Rot. Parl. 

22. Hen. S. of which faith Chief Juſtice Co 35 I remem- 

ber, Let Oblivion take away the Memory of ſo foul a 


C Fa", 
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Fatt, if it can; if not, bowever, let Silence cover it, "Tis 
true, there was a Statute obtained in the 14th of Henry 
the 7th, in Defiance of the Great Charter, which a uthoriz'd 
ſeveral Exact ions contrary to the free Cuſtoms of this 
Realm; particularly in the Caſe of Furies, both ſeſſing and 
puniſhing by Juſtices of Aſſize and of the Peace, without 
the fining and Preſentment of 12 Free- nen; Empſon and 
Dudley were the great Actors of thoſe Oppreſſions, but 
they were hang d for their Pains, and that illegal Statute 
repealed in the 1f of Henry the 8th c. 6. The Conſe- 
quence is plain; That Fundamentals give Rule to Acts of 
Parliament, elſe why was the Statute of the 87 Edw. 4. 
c. 2. of Liveries and Information by the Diſcretion of the 
Judges to ſtand as an Original; and this of the 11ch of 
Henry the 7th repealed as illegal? for, thercfore any 
Thing is unlawful, becauſe it tranſgreſſeth a Law But 
what Law can an Act of Parliament tranſgreſs, but that 
which is Fundamental? Therefore Trya by 7«ri:s or 
Lawful Judgment of Equels, is by Atts of Parliament 
confeſt to be a Fandaz.ental Part of our Government : 
Ang becauſe Chief Juſtice Cool. is generally eſteem'd a 
great Oracle ef Lew, I ſhall in its proper place preſent you 
with his Judgment upon the whele Matter, 

5. Theſe Fundamentals are ««a/tcrable by a Repreſen- 
tate, which were the Reſult and Agreement of Engl:ſh 
Free- men individually, the ancienter Times not being ac- 
quainted with Repreſentatives; ſor then the Free-. men 
Met in their own Perſons: In all the Saxons Story we find 
no Mention of any ſuch Thing; for it was the & ing, Lords 
and Free. men, the Eldena and People; and at the Countcl 
of Winton, in 855. is reported to have been preſent the 


IA. Sax. Lam Great Men of the Kingdom, and an INFINIT MULTI- 
Concil, Erit TUDE of other farebful People, Alſo that of King Ina, the 
219. Ingulpb. common Council of the Elders c PEOPLE of the WHOLE 


Kingdom. It is not to be doubted but this continued aſter 
the Norman Times ; and that at Kunnino ,Hj— by Stars 
the Freemen of England Were perſonety pre ſfert at the Cen- 
formation of that great Charter, in the R eigen of Ki ng Fobn, 


'2 * 
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But as the Ages grew more human, with reſpect to Vil- 
lains and Retainers, and the Number of Frei- men encreaſed, 
there was a Neceſſity for a Repreſentative, eſpecially,linee 
Fundamentals were long ago agreed „and thoſe Ca- 

ital Priviledges put out of the Reach and Power of any 

itle Number of Men to endanger: And fo careful were . 
their Repreſentatives in the time of Edward the Third, of Rot Parl. 13“ 
ſuffering their Liberties and freeCyfloms to be infring d, that Ed 3. n. S. 
in Alatters of extraordinary Weight they would not deter- Cook,. Inſt. 
min, till they had firſt return d and conferr d with their ſe. fol. 14. U. 34. 
veral Count ies or Burroughs that delegated them. 


Several Authorities is Confirmation of the Reaſons. 


So indubitably are theſe Fumdamentals the Peoples Right, 
and ſo neceſſary to be preſerved, that Kings have ſucceſſi 
vely known no other j«feor opal Paſſage to their Grown & 
Dignity, then their ſolemn Obligation inviolably to main. pan. g. 
tain them. So ſacred were they reputed in the Dayes of 
Henry the 3, that not to continue or confirm them, were fen. 3. 
to affront God, and damm the Souls of bu Frogenmtteys * 
Succeſſors; to Depreſs the Chursh, and Deprave the 2 3. EA. i. c. r. 
Realm : That the Great Charter comprehenſive of them 
ſhould be allow'd as the common Law of the Land, by«l 42. Ed. 3. c. 1 
Officers of Juſtice; that i the lawful Inheritance of al Rot. Parl. 5. 
Commoners : That «lf Srarute- Laws or Inadg mentis what ſo- Ed. 3. u. 10, 
ever, made in Oppeſition thereunto, ſhould be null and void: 37. 
That all the Mwisſters of State and Officers of the Reales 
ſhould conſtantly be ſworn to the Obſervation thereof * and : * 
ſo deeply did aſter- Parliaments reverence it, and ſo care Cook,, 1. Inſt. 
ful were they to preſerve it, that they both confirm'd it by f. 81. 
32. ſeveral As, and egi Copies to be taken and Cock, 2. Inſt. 
lodg'd in each Cal 7 1 Nam, to be read four time? f 525 326. 
a Tear publickly ore the People ;" as if they would have 25. Edw. 1. 
them more oblig'd to their Actors for redecming and c ; 2 
tr anſmitting thoſe Priniledoer, then for begetting . bag 28 "Faw 1 


And that Twice every Tear the Bilhops, apparl'd in ther @ 1. 
Pontificials, wh T apers burnins, and other Sulemnities, 25. Edw.r, 
C2 f 


* 5 ſhox C, 4. 


ſhould pronounce the greater Ext mmunication Again the Inſrin- 
gers of the Great Charter, rhough it were bnt in Word or Connſcl, 


«> 


for ſo ſaith the Statute, 1 ſhall ſor further Satisfaction repeat the E x1 
communicarion or Curſe pronounced both in the Dayes of Henry 
de Third, and Edward the Firſt, | 


The Sentence of the Curſe given by the Biſhops zwith the King's 
Conſent, againſt the Breakers of the Great Charter, 


JNhe year of our Lord 1253. the third day of May, in 
the great Hall of the King at Weſtminſter, in the Pre- 
ſence, and by the Conſent of the Lord Herry, by the 
Grace of God King of England, and the Lord Richard, 
Earl of Cornwall, his Brother; Roger Biget, Earl of 
Norfolk, Marſhal of England,  Humpbry, Earl of Here- 
ford, Henry, Earl ot. Oxford; Fobn, Earl Warren; 
and other Eſtates of the Realm of England; We Boni- 
face, by the Mercy of God, Azxch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 
Primate of England, F. of London, H. of EH, S. of 
Worcefter, E. of Lincoln, W. of Norwich, P. of Hocford, 
W. of Szliibury, W.. of Durham, R. of Exceſler, M. of 
Carlile, W. of Bath, E. of Rocheſter, T. of St. Davids, 
Bishop, apparell'd in Pontificials, with Tapers burning, 
againſt the Breakers or the Churches Liberties, and of 
the Liberties and other Cuſtomet of this Realm of 
England, and namely theſe which are contained in the 
Charcer of the Common Liberties of Z#gland,and Char- 
ter of the Forreft, have denounced Sentence of Excom- 
mynicagion in this Form, By the Authority of Almigh- 
ty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, &c. 
of the bleſſed Apoltle Peter and Paul, and of all Apoſtles, 
and of all Martyrs, of bleſſed Edw, King of £xg/and, and. 
of all the Saints of Heaven, We Excommunicate — 

e N 9 Accurſe 
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Aecurſe, and fromthe Benefit of our Holy Mother, the 
Church, we ſequeſter all thoſe that hereafter willingly 
and maliciouſly deprive ot ſpol the Church of her Right; 
and all choſe that by any Craft or Willingaeſs, do vio- 
late, break, diminiſh, or change the Churches Liber. 
ties, and free Cuſtoms contained in the Charters of the 
Common Liberties, & of the Forreſt, granted by our Lord 
the King,to Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, and other Prelates 
of Exgland, and likewiſe to the Earls, Barons, Knights 
and other Free- holdets of the Realm, and all that ſe- 
cretly and openly, by Deed, Word or Counſel domake 
* Statutes, or oblerye them being made, and that bring 
in Cuſtoms, to keep them, when they be brought in, a- 
gainſt the (aid Liberties, or any of them, & all thoſe that 
ſhall preſume to judge againſt them; and all and every 
ſuch Perſon before · mention'd, that wittingly ſhall com- 
mit any Thing of the Premiſes, let them well know that 
they inc ir the aloreſaĩd Sentence, ipſo fatFs. 


The Sentence of the Clergy 4g4inft the Breakers of the Articles 


ove- mentioned, © 


N the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, Amen: Whereas our Soveraign Lord the 
King, tothe Honour of Ged, and of holy Church,and 
for che common Profit of the Realm, hath granted for 
him, and his Heirs for ever theſe Articles above. writen, 
Robert Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, Primate of all England, 
admoniſhed all his Province once, twice and thrice, 
becauſe that Shortnefs will not ſaffer ſa much delay, as to 
give knowledge to all the People of England, of theſe 
Preſents in writing: We therefore enjoyn all Perſons, | 
of what Eſtate ſoever they be, that they, and _ of -- 
t 


7 ?) 

them, as much as in them is, ſhall uphold and maintain 
theſe Articles granted by our Soveraiga Lord the King, 
in all Points: And all thoſe that in any Point do reſiſt 
orbgeak, or in any manner hereafter Procure, Counſel, 
or m any wiſe Aſſent to, Teſtiſie or Break thoſe Ordi- 
nances, or go about it, by Word or Deed, openly or 
privily, by any manner of Pretence or Colour; we, 
the eforeftid Arch- Biſhop, by ovr Authority in this 
Writing expreſſed, do Excommunicate ard Accurſe, 
and from the Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and from 
all the Company ot Heaven, and from all the Sacra- 
ments of Holy Church do ſequeſter and exclude. 


We may here ſee, that in the obſcureſt Time of Poprry they 


were not left without a Sence of Juſtice; andthe Pap:t-, whom 
many think no Friends to Liberty and Property,under dreadful Pe- 
nalties injoyn an inviolable Obſervance ol this great Charter, by 
which they are confirm d. And though I am no &oman Catholich , 
and as little value their other Curſes pronounc'd Religious 
Diſſents, yet I deelare ingenuouſly, I would not for the World 
incur this Curſe, as oy Man deſervedly doth, that offers Vi- 
olence to the Fundamental Freedoms thereby repeated and confi - 
med: And that any Church vr Chureh Officers in our Age, ſhould 
have ſo little Revererice to Law, Excommunication or C wrſe, as 
to be the Men that either vote or countenance ſuch Severities, as 
bid — to the Curſe, * rend my 1 Charter in 
pieces, by difleizing Free men of England of their Frecholdi, Lib. 
ti & Properties, meerly for the Inoffenſive F xerciſe of their Co. - 
ſcience to God in Matters of Worſhip, is a Civil (ort of Sacrilid . 


I know itis uſually objected, That « great Part of the Charte r 
6s ſpent en the Bekalf of the Roman Church, and ether Things now 
abol:ſht ;,. and if one Part of the great Charter may be rigcal d or 
snv=(1dated, why not the orber? 

To which 1 anſwer ; This renders nothing that is Fx dewental 
in the Charter the leſs valuable; for they do not ſtand upon the 
Legs of that Act, though it was made in Honour of them, but 


the Ancient and primitive In ſtiturion of the Kingdom, If the Pe- 
eition 


VIM 
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tition of Right were repeal d, the great Charter were never the leſ⸗ 
in Force, it being not the Orig ina! Eſtabliſhment, but a Declara- 
tien ard Con fir mat ion of that Eſtabliſhment, But thoſe Things 
that are abrogable or abrogated in the great Charter, were never 
a Part of Fundamentals, but hedg d in then for preſent Emer- 

gency or C onveniency, Beſides, that which I have hitherto main- 

tained to be the Commonand Fundamental Law of the Land, is ſo 

reputed, and further ratified by the Petition of Right, 3 Car. 1. 

which was long ſince the church of Rome loſt her Share in the Great 
Charter, Nor did it relate to Matters of Faith and Worſhip, but- 

Temporalities only; the Civil Intereſt or Propriety of the Church 

But with what Pretence to Mercy or Juſtice, can the Proteſtant 
Church null the Romifh, that ſtie may retain the Engliſh Part with- 

out conforming to Rome, and yet now cancel the Enzliſtr Part it 

ſelf to every free. born Engliſh Man that will not conform to Her? 

But no more of this at this Time; only give me leave to remind 

a Sort of active Men in our Times, that the cruel Infringers of 
the Peoples Liberties, and Violaters of theſe Noble Laws, did 

not eſcape with bare Excommunications and Curſer; for ſuch was 

the vencrable Eſteem our Anceſtors had for theſe greatPriviledges, 

and decp Sollicitude to preſerve them from theDefacings of Time, . 
or Uſurpation of Power, that King Alfred executed 40 Fudges for 
warping from the ancient Laws of the Realm. Flaubert de Burgo, 
Chief Juſtice of Exgland in the Time of Ed. 1. was ſentenced by 

his Peers in open Parliament for adviſing the King teen the Great 

Charter, Thus Spencers, both Father and Son for their. Arbitrary 
Rule and Evil Ce to Edw. 2. were cxiled the Realm. No 
better Succeſs had the Actions of Treſilian & Belknap : And as for 

Emp/jon and Dadley, though Periom of ſome Quality in the Time 
of King Henry the 7th, the moſt ignominious Death of our Coun- 

try, ſuch as belongs to Tieft and /ſrrder, was (carce Satisfaction 

enough to the Kingdom for their Illegal Courſes, I ſhall chuſe to 
deliver it in the Words af Chief Juſtice Cook , a Man, whoſe Lcar- 

ning in Law hath not without Realon obtained a vencrable. Chara- 

Qer of our Exgliſ Nation. 

There was(ſaith he JanAct of Parliament, made in the-11th Year: 
of King Heu. 7. which had a fair flattering Preamble,pretending to 
© avoid d. vers Miſchjets, which were (1/f) To rhe high Diſpicaſam of 

Al. 


1 — 
— — — 


4.4 — 
— 5 — 
— . - — — A 
—— A — —  - — — — 


LAY 
& * God. (2dly) Te great Let of the Common Law, And 
* dly 


be great Let of the Wealth of this Land, And the Purven 
© of that Act, tended in the Execution contrary, EX DI AMETRO, 
$ viz, To the high Diſpleaſare of Almighty God, and the great Let, 
ay, the utter Subverſion of the Common Law, and the great Let 
< of the Wealth of this Land . as bereafter ſhall appear, the Sub- 
4 — of which Act follows in theſe Words. 


"L*- from thenceforth, 4s well Fuſtices of Aſſize, 4 Fa- 
ſtices of the Peace, in every County, #pon Information for 
the King, before them made, without any Finding or 
Preſcatment by Twelve Men, ſha# have full Power and 
Amnthority, by their Diſcretion z, and to bear and determine all 
Offencer, as Riots, unlawful Aſſemblies, &c. committed and 
dont againſt any Act or Statute made, and not repeal'd, &c. 


© By Pretext of this Law, Empſon and Daley did commit 
upon the Subjects infufferable Preſſure and Oppreſſions ; and 
© therefore this Statute was juſtly, ſoon after the Deceaſe of Hen. 7. 
£ _ et the next Parliament, by the Statute of 1 Hen. the 8. 

" ©chap. 6. 

* A god Caveat to Parliaments to leave all Canſes ts be meaſur'd 
©by the Golden and ſtrait Metwand of the Law, and not to the in- 
© certain and crooked Cord of Diſcretion. 

llt is almoſt incredible to when any Maxim, or Fun- 
© damental Law of this Realmis altered(as elſeu here hath been ob- 
© ſerved) what * — 2 * do follow; which moſt 
| ©exprel] appears this MOST UNJUST and ſtrange Act of 
©the1 ith _ For hereb rd E mpſon and Dudley 
© themſelves, but ſuch Juſtices of Peace (corrupt Men) as they 
© cauſedito be authoriſed, committed moſt grievous and heavy Or- 
* © preſſions & Exactions, grinding the Faces of the poor Subjects by 
© penal Laws (be they never ſo obſolete, or unfit for the Time) by 
© Information only, without any Preſentment orTryal by Jury, be- 
© ing the ANCIENT BIRTH RIGHT of theSubject; but to hear 
and determire the ſame, by their Diſcretions, infliting ſuch Pe- 
nalty as the Statute hot repealed, impoſed. Theſe, and other like 
Oppreſhons, 
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<Oppreſſiczs zad ExaBions the Means of Empſen and Dadley, 
< . ̃ ̃ — — 
* fers, whereof the King himfelſ at the End, with GREAT 
«GRIEF and COMPUNCTION R EPENTED, 
© as in another Place we have obierv d. 


© This Statute of the 11th of Hen. 7, wehaverecited, and 


attempted in any Court of Parha- 
ment; and that others might avoid the FEARFUL, of 


*rhoſe two Time-Servers, Empſon and Dudley, Qi ram 15 

K. ö have oſſer d in Defence of Eagliſ 

"Dor? — Judgment and Language 
on 


Thus much of the Narwre of Engliſh ighu 


hint at ſome of thoſe Miſchi 
ence ſake, both to Prince copie. 

1. The Reaſon of the alteration of any Law, ought tobe the 
Diſcommodity of Continuing it but there can never be ſo much 


therefore there can bei juſt Ground 
reg«ting the Law that gives and ſecures tm. 

2, No Manintheſc Parts is born Sleve to another; neither hath 
one Right toinherit the Sweat of the others Brow, or reap the Be 
neft of the others Labour, but by Conſent; therefore do Man 
ſhould be deprived of Property, uuleſs he injure another Man's. 

3. But cert unly, nothing is more unreaſonable then to ſacrifice 
the Liberty and Property of any Man(being his Nur and Coil 
Righes) for &«ligir1,where he is hot found breaking any Law rela- 
ting to Natural & Civil Thing Lelgien, under any Modification'is 


no 


* 


ry 
no Part of — old * Government; Honeftt vivere,alterum nn 
tadere, jus ng; tribeure, are enough to entitle every Na- 


tive 10 En ry Priv Man may be a very good Englifk . 
AS 8 0 av r 300 Years 
before 2 ſet his Foot on E eee Inhabitants 


of this Iſland a free Government. wo Want of diſtinguiſhing be. 
tween It and the Modes of - which fills every — 


- Mouth with ſuch impertinent Cryes as this; Why do not you ſub. 


p r Government ? as if the-Engliſh Civil Government came 
= PR or were to go out with Calvin: What Prejudice 
Popiſh Landlord to have a Proteſtant Tennant: ; or a wy 
4 Tennant to have a Proteſtant Landler d? Certainly, | 
Civil Affairs ofall Governments in the World may be peaceably 


2 the different Trims of Rali — Civil Ri 75 | 


inviolably obſery d. Nor is there any Intereſt ſo — 2 | 
with Peace and Unity, as char which dare not ſolely rely upon = 
Power of Perſwaſion,but affects 4 and impatient ms 
after an Earthly Crown : This i 3 to act the Chriftien, but the 
Ceſar; not to promote P Party, and make a Nation 
to a Set, - Be it —— nets 
Free of God, the Redemption of Chriſt and 
careful Proviſion of dur (never to be forgotten) — Ance · 
ſtors: 80 n to theſe Exgli 8 riſing higher 
then the Date of Frartſſaney, can never juſtiy be invalidated for 
any Now. 2 to it. This were to yo! e bythe Reſormati- 
on, which God ſorbid; 8 twas· to enjoy Property with Con- 
ſcience that ons ten om better Definition of 
2 then — 2 ain ſt 15 or Conſci- 
Og are ates — ieee, to 
— ver d in oquent A 
rangae to the Houſe of Lords : is Words are thoſe, 


For when we conder Religion in Parliament, we are ſuppoſed 
© to conſider it as a Parliament ſhould do, and as Parliammts in 
* all Ages have done, that ic, as it is a Part of our Laws, a Part, 
*and a neceſſary Part of our Government: For as it works upon 

Conſcience, as it is an INWARD PRINCIPLE of the 


VINE LIFE, by which good Men do governall their 2 
e 


* b 
4" | 
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the State hath a it is a Thing v hick belongs 
i to another kind of Commiſſion, theu that by which we lit here. 


I acquieſce in the latter Part of this Diſtinttion, taking it to be 

a venerable Truth, and would to Ged Mankind would believe its 
and live it; but how to agree it wick the former, 1 profeſs Igne- 
rance; for if the Government hath nor bang to do with the Princi- 
e it lelf, what more can ſhe pretend over the Actions of thoſe 
that live that good Life ? Certainly, if Religion be this Princi- 

ple of Duvine Life, exerting it (elf by Holy Living, and that as 
ſuch, it belongs not to the Commſſion of our Fuperiours, I do With 
Submiſſion conceive, that there is very little elſe of Religion left for 
them to have to do with; the reſt merits not the Name of Reli- 
ary and ſeſs doth ſuch a Formaluy deſerve Perſecution : I hope 

uch Circuniſtances are no neceſſary Part of Englſh Government 
thar can't reaſonablybe reputed u e part of Religion ad 
dare believe, that he is too great og, 7 


, . ac 5 


the Government was moſt compleat 
without it, and hath never kngwn more | tel 
troubleſom Interruptions,' then ſince been recciv'd and va- 
lu'd as a Part of the Exgliſb Goverament z and God, I hope, will 
forbid it in the Mearta of our — har Engliſh Men ſhould 
be deprived of their C. vil Inberitanca for their Nan. conformity to 
* Chorch-Formality : For no Property out of the Church; the plain 
Engliſh of publick Severity, is a Maxim that belongs not to the 
holy Law of God, nor Common Law of the Land. 
4. If Liberty and Property muſt be the Ferfeit of Conſcience 
for Non conformity to the Princes Religion, the Prince aud his 
Religion ſhall only be low d us the next beſt Accciſion to other 
Mens Eftates, and the Prince perpetually provoakt to expoſe ma · 
* 


5. It is our Superiours In tereſt, that Propei 5 

cauſe it is their own Caſe: None have more Property then them. 

ſelves ; Bot MPriperty be expoſed for Religion, the Civil Ait 

n both his Conſcience und his Property to the Churrh, 

and di himſelf of all l upon any Altcration of juag · 
2 


* 


4 


ment. This is ten dr at the Prelate 7 Fort, 
the Charch. 


hs Stare to ſuſſer it ſelf — 

6. It obſtructs all / and Trade; for who 
will labour that hath to 1 do an unrex- 
ſonabte Sort of Men for the bare Exerciſe of his Conſcience to 
God, and x p * 4 Rich and Powerfol: 
Frier. erg N and Wiſe Men, be- 

nd to the behalf 
Unceriainties 


that are follow'd with great — Diſfract ian, which 

corainly i i the latere®tof-ell ernments to prevem: The 
s of Henry 8, Ed.. Q. Mary and Q. Elix. toth with re. 

ation: to the A. : of the firſt, and the eligicns Revolutions 


of-thereſt, are 2 plain Proof RECUR, 
and afſi mes it him'elf, 


2 Henry voids the tes 
7, —— Wife Katharine, repeals all 
A the her \Henry 8. in Disfavour of the 


| ſides to maintainithoſe Laws. Edw. G, 
Get mn 1 Q. Mary, c. 1, 
d an 0«tb inforc'd: 
and _ that Law, calls 
x Oath to aD Q. Mary's O. 
- of looſing Eftate, Liberty, and 
Thoufands to avoid, lamentably 
times over. within the ſpace of 20. 
„ hot an Hundre for 


a: i: rinciplaa for their Par ſb 5, Thus 


been Force, and Property tols'd up & 

3 Zeal, ke, Deſign. 

&3 Ne ef muſt alwayes 

| pray God that we never necd 

mitous: Effects, we have too 
„. E EL Fbrefervaric is of all Things . 


ie © RSS being conſcious to them elves 


to defend their dra lr Pr.. 
ee 


le World 
eo of fie 
n dad ſoch are the Cares, Fears, D 


and Inſecurities 
of 


ny Prince, then ruling by Law; for it is both a 
- 1 with Power, lng by Lay; for 9 2 

Give me Leave without ay — 
2 in my own Conſcience, I intend nothing 


to comiſitm 
r Tha ee e 

an held a ſtrict Hand over the Pes 

call d in the Re than for Relief, and on 


Cities from the ſharp Bondage r 


the-ſeyere N 


of Nap'es by 41 ee Twi 
EEE 
der e,, EAST 1 
ſwer to a pet cople cam. Jen 
contrary, in Linn I. 3. void be, - the 
Eratians in ray, choſe rather 40 e | | 
ſr m Hannibal, then upon any to deſen (he Romans, © | 
who had govern'd them moderately; and by that gentle Conduct | 
procur'd their Love, even then, when the Romens ſent them 
Word, they were not able to revieve den, and wilhs hem to 
provide for their on Safety. PL 
N. Machiavel,, in dis Diſcourſes pon, Leh p. 548 * | 
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ſo) f Do no the Proc 
Legiſlators ſa ſo too,? Do we 
. this mate, Tour Obedience ir blind, dad your 1g- 
— Alot ber of Devotion ; Is — Four fobv ori 7 
Do we object to them; This makgs your Religion ſlxrd a5 the Ri- 
veri ane Thing te Day, and another to morrow, any I bing the Church 
ſaulrer doh ? Doth not our own Caſe ſubmit us to the like Variati- 
on in Civils ? Have we not long told them, that ander Precence of 
22 the Church, and not controling ber Power, ſhe hat h raiſed a 


rutture inconſiſtent with that Foundation fhe pretends to 
e are not we the Men in Civil that male our grand 


Priv to depend upon Aer, not Law, as ſhe doth up 


Ceunci all mad Mis be not Popery,in Temporals, what by 2 
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their Proceedings ; and remember, thar intheir ancient Helge 


tian, it was not to define, reſolve and impoſe Aaseri of Religion, 


and ſacrifite Civil 2 for it; but, to maintain the Fcoples 
Properties, according to the. ancient Fundamental Laws of the 
Lind, and to fuper-add ſuch Stwrwres c nly, as were conſiſtent 
with, and pre ſer vative ef theſt Fundamental Lau n. 

To conclude this Head; My plain and honeſt Drift has all along 
been neither more nor leſs then this, to ſhow that Church Govern- 
ment is no real Part oĩ the old Engliſh Government ;, and to dilins 
tangle Property from Opinion, the untoward Knot the Clergy for 


ſeveral Ages have tyed; the which, it is not only thePeoples + 


Rig bi, but aut Superigurs Inrereſt to undo: for it gauls both Peo- 
ple and Prince, For, where Property is ſubjected to Opinion, the 
Church inter poſes, and makes ſomething elſe re quiſite to enjoy 


Nan is not — & Obedience to the cen mon Lau, 


our . 


but Conformity to C 


ee belongs to the Nature of / reyeriiʒand the Reaſon of 


Law 4 to Civil Go- 


vernment; for tis an Ateration of old. Egli Tenure, a ſuffering 
the Church to ttip up & e aking People to 


owe their Protection not to the Civil, but Feclefiaſtical Authority.: 


For let the Church be my Friend and all is well; make her my Fee, 
and I am made her Prey ; Let Magna Chara fay what ſhe will for 
me, my Hoerſes,Cows, Sheep, Corn, dds ga firſt, my Perſon to Ga 
next; and here s ſome C hureh Trophys made at the Conqueſt of 2 


peaceable Di center: This is that anxious Thing; May our Scher- 


ours pleaſe to weigh it in the equal Scale of Dog attbey would be - 
done by, Let thoſe Common Ye har kane — 
be the Rule and Standard. Make Sort Men Rights as inviola- : 

em; 
And let not Men ſuſtain C vil Puniſhments for Eccleſiaſti fault, | 


ble as Engliſh Church Rights: Di 


but for Sins againſt the ancient eſtabliſht Civil Government only, 
that the Natures oſ Acts and Rewards not be conſc 3 
ſo ſhall the C Mag iſtrate preſerve· Lam ſecure his Civil Dini 
ty and Empire 
is, and the Cry of whoſe Laws has ever been, Property 


pliney nor for fe it able for Religions Nen-conformity. 


WD | 
It is humbly beſeecht of Suptriowrs, that it would pleaſe 
them co wht Reflektion ſuck ſeverity juſtly brings! upot · 
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Faculties not to be 9 be by Corporal Penalties; That 
TRUTH = at. = That ERROR «nd 
ANGER go hands in need of Im 
ſition to make it cutrent, rn 
-intriafick YValue ; 74 deal more of that Nature: I ſhall 
therefore choſe s oppole y ſuch Severity 


pon meer Prudence ; that —— have No Relezion, and certain- 
ly Th They that perſccate fr Rel , have a hittle ar need te be, may 
be induc to Tc TH that bers. | 


Firſt, 


1?) a 
"Firſt, Howey wee be in te Judgment of Tome 
wiſe Men, ee even by · Force: the ling of any New 
Opinions, where a Kingdont i is timiverſally bf another Mind; e. 
- ſpecially if it be 0dious to the People, and inconſiſtent with the 
Intereſt of the Goverument ; it cannot be ſo, where a Kingdom 
is of many Ai dt, unless ſome One Party have the Wiidom, 
Wealth; Number, Sober Lite, lnduſtry and Reſolution of 'its 
ſide, which Lam fure þ not to be fond in England; fo that the 
Wind hath plainly ſhif. ed its Corner, and conſequently oblieges 
to another Courſe; ] es E py np” 75 Circumſtances are great- 
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2 and thoſe port re $ rting 7 put 155 
Brethren upon that C 85 5 5 ae that 
avour for the National Re- 


that would break the 1. —— which will be. 
to make every Party to oe its to their Prudence 
and Goodneſs, which will-b never fail of Returns of Love and 
Loyalty; for ſince we ſec. each Intereſt looks jealouſſy upon 
- the others Ni able to belj e, they bed ratherthe Dom: 
nion ſhould ere e's iſe Sal ———— 
eee ew 4 1 2 
inqu oy cn into ve tz c 
Concord hath not been the infirmeſt Haſis Go- 
che Concord of Di upon > It hath been obſerved, that 
leſs Sedition and Diſturbance 22 Hannibal's _—_ that 


—— Malvet 
that Variety, well 
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Secondly, It-isthe Intereſt of Governours to be put upon no 
Thanklefs Offices, that it, to blow noCoalcs in their own Country 

( it is to conſume their People, be, 
themſelves too) not to be the Cat's Foot, not to make W for 
themſelves, or fill their own. Hands with Trouble, or the King- 
dom with Complaints: It is to forbid them the Uſe of Clemenc), 
wherein ought moſt of all to imitare God , whoſe 
Mercy il ff bis Works ; and renders them a of Ex 
tortieners to the moſt remote from the End and Goods 
bf their Office. In ſhort ; It is the beſt Receipt that their 

uneaſie to the Country. 
Thirdly.. 


Enemies can give, to wake them 


©) 
T birdly, It not only makes them Enemies, but there is no fuck 
Excitement to Revenge, as u rap d Conſcience : He that hath 
been forc'd to break his Peace, to gratifie the Humor of ano 
ther, muſt have a great ſhare of and to for- 
give that Injury, and forbid himſelf the Pleaſure of Retribu. 
tion upon the Authors of it: For Revenge, in other Caſes con. 
demnable of all, is here looktupon by too many to be the next 
wy — — To be ſure, yn Grounds of 
their Diſſent be rational in them elves, ſuch Severity is unjuſti- 
fable with them; for this is —— 9 
nin the Wrong, the Ferfſecutor i neuer in the Right, Men, 
not conſcious to themſelves of Evil, and tarſhly treated, not 
only reſent it unkindly, but ire bold to ſhew it. | 


Foxrth!y, Suppoſe the Prince, by his Severity, conquer: 
into a Compliance, he can — he Groond e bin 
felf of their Fidelity, whom he taught to be Treacherous- 
to their own Convictions. Wiſe Men rarely confide in thoſe 
whom they have debaucht from Truſt, to ſerve themſelves : At 
beſt it reſembleth but forc'd Marriages, that ſeldom prove happy 
tothe Parties. In fhort : Force makes Hypocrites ; tis Per. 
Twafion only that makes Converts, 


Fifthly, This Partiality, of ſacrificing the Liberty and Pro. 
perty of all Diſſenters, tothe Promotion of a ſingle Party, 25 
it is the lively Repreſentation of J. Calvin's Horrendum Decre- 
tan of Predeſtination; ſo the Conſequences of the one belong 
unto the other, it being but chat Il aatured Principle, praftiſed; 
Men are put upon tne ſame deſperate Courſes, to have no 
Con cience at all, or to be Hang'd for having a Conſcience noyfa- 
ſhionable ; for, ſet them be Virtuous, let them be Vitious, if 
they fall not in with that Med: of Religion, they mult be re- 
— to all Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Intents and Purpoſes, 

e] that men muſt either Deny their Faith an i Reaſon, or 
be deſtroyed for acting according to them, be they olherwie 
never ſo Peaceable, What Power is this? But that men arc to 
be protected pon Favour, not Right or Merit; and that no Me. 
rit out of the Engliſh Chuc't-Dreſs ſhould find Acceptance, is 

8 | le vete 
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ſevere,» That Father: we jh . that narrows his Pa- 
ternal Love to ſome ons- of bis Children, though the reſt be 
not dne jet leſ Virtuous then the Favouriter: Such Injuſtice 
can never flow from a Soul aded by Reaſon; but a Mind go- 
vern d by Faney, and enflaved to Paſſions. 


Sixthly, conſider Peace, Plenty ind Safety, the three grand In- 
ducements to any Country to honoxr the Prince, and love the Go- 
vernment, and the beſt Allurements to Forreigners to trade with 
it, and tranſport themſelves to it, are utterly loſt by ſuch Inteſtine 
Jars; for inſtead of Peace, Love and good Neighbourhood, be+ 
hold Animoſity and Conteſt ! One Neighbour watcheth another, 
and makes him an Offender for his Conſcience ; this divides them, 
their Families and Acquaintance : - Perhaps with them, the Towns 
and Villages where they live, moſt commonly the S erer hath 
the Pitry, and the 2 — the Odinm of the Multnude; and 
when People ſee Cruelty practiſed upon their Inoffenſive Neigh- 
bours by a Troubleſom Sort of Men, and thoſe countenanced by 
a Law, it breedeth Ill lord againſt the Government. Certainly, 
haling People to Goalz, breakzng open their Houſes, ſeizing of their 
Eſtates, and that without all — leaving Wives without 
their Husbands, and Children without their Fathers, their Fami- 
lies, Relations, Friends and Neighbours under Amaze and Trou- 
ble, is almoſt as far.from the Peace of a well-govern'd Kingdom, 
as - _ ge TRE of Chr: _ HA 

Plenty wi | changer ſor Poverty, by the Deſtructi- 
on of ay — har withinthis Realm, who are greatly 
Inſtrumental for the carrying'on of the moſt Subſtantial Commerce 
thereig, Men of Pirene, good Contri uante, great Induſtry, whoſe 
Labours not only the Pariſhes from the Trouble & Charge of 
maintaining them and ti eirs, but help to maintain the Poor, and are 
great Contributors to the Nini Revenue by their Traffick: I his ve- 
ry Severity will make more Sankrupti in the Kingdom of England 
in 7 Years then have been in it upon all other Accounts in 7 Ages; 
which Con ſequence, how far it may conſiſt with the Credit & Inter- 
eſt of the Government, I leave to better Judgments, 

This Sort of great Severity that hath been lately, and till is uſed 
amongſt us, islike to prove a great Check to that Readineſs, which 

| | other 
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otherwiſe we find ll to 2 with thelnhabitants c ſ t ĩs 
Kingdom; for if Men cannot cell an Thing their own under a dif- 
ferent Exerciſe of Conſcience from the National Way of Religion, 
may their Correſpondents prudently ſay , We vill not further 
concern our ſelves with Men that ftand upon ſuch rekling Terms 1, 
what kyow we but ſuch Perſons are ruig'din their Eftares by Reaſon 
of their Non- Conſorm ĩty, before ſuch Time ame are reimburſt for 
Money paid, or C oodi delivered: Nay, we know not bow ſoon thoſe 
who are Ce nſormiſts may be Non-Conformiſts,or what Revolution 
of Conncil; v. j happen, ſince the Fundamental Laws, fo jealous of 
the Peoples Property, are fo little ſet by with ſome of their own Ma- 
£iſtrates ;, for though we are told of very worthy and excellent Laws 
for the Security of the Peoples Rights, yet we are alſs toldghat they 
all bang at the, Clurches Ear; and no Church-Conformity, xo 
Property, wh: i, o.Church-Man, . no. Engliſh-Man-; fo that 
in Effect the Rights of their Country depend upon the Rights of the ir 
Church; and thoſe Churches are 4 numerous, and haue taken their 
Turns fo oft, that a Body knows not how to mannage one's ſelf ſe- 
curely 10 one's own Aﬀ airs in a Correſpondence with any of them: For 
in King Henry the eh. Dayts Popery was the. only Orthodox 
Religion, 4 Luther, Melanchton, Oecolampadius, Calvin, &c. 
wet great Hereticks: In Edward the fixth's Time, they were 
Saints, and Popcry Idolatry :  AfewTears after © Mar make 
the Papiſts Holy Church, and Proteſtancy Hereſie : t fox 
Tear compleats her Time, and Q. Elizabeth enters her Reign, in 
which Proteſtants are go Chriſtians, and the Curchof Rome the 
I hore of Babylon: In her Reign, and ns tows hy and 

5 ". the frff'r, ſprung the Putitans, whodivided themſelves into Presby- 
tertans and Independents ,, the Biſhops exclaimed againſt them 
for Schiſnaaticks, and they againſt the Byſbops for Papiſtical and 


Anti chriſtian : In the long Parli 's Time the Presbyterian - 
arcs ot the Biſhop z; O. Cromwel uh: ating them, and Ade ä 
the Presbyterian to keep Company with the Biſhop, confers it me Jy - 
upon the Independent and Anabaptiſt, who kepe 3t through the other 
Frattions of Government, till the Presbyter and Biſhop got & from 
rhe ;, and the. Biſhop now from the Presbyter ; but bow lang it will 
reſt there, who, knows, , W | 80 
Nor xx tn Suppolitivg idle or improbable, unlels tr 
4 2 


2 


2 
their Dues : deen of Diſt all but 
Men of Mercy and Integrity , — we pay them for, ma 
ey} EE Copa mand or receive it; at lea 
ro compel uz? Nay, the y may may Toy pleats ſort of Kindneſs to their 
Creditors, — We had as good keep it; A it them, 
they will ſ.on looſe tis better to remain with ns, then that 


| ry Fend be pitt 7 i 
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ately Ser, 

fide a Decay of Trade, &c. vi 
and Herds of Cartel, ſeizing of Barns 
of Doors and Chifts, taking the beft — thoſe Inftruments 
. 
ing Appart e very which People honeſt 
ö my, Foe 9 leave Men, munen and Cb. 
2 of Subfiftene 


the aer Rare 


ef Day, when our Fotreigu Iſlands yearly take off 


vVIW 


r3) 
ry Inhabitants from us: r 


Reaſon; ſo let the Government of Englend but give that 
Invitation to Foreigners, — — the 


Arts and ures of Exrepe : Nothing elle hath hindred 


 Helland from truckling under the Spariſh Monarchy, and being 


tuin d above thereſcore Years ago, and given her that Riſe to 
Wealth and Glory. 


Seaventhly, Nor is this Severity . to the Affairs 
of gn the whole Pret-ſtam World: For beſides that it 
calls the Sincerity of their Procedings againſt the Papifts into 
Queſtion, it furniſheth them with this ſort of unanſwerable Intes 

: © The.Proteſtants 7xclame. againſt m far Perſecutor?, 
and are they now the very men themſelves? Was Severity ar In- 
$ tance of Weakneſs in aur Religion, and is it become a valid Arga- 
© ment in theirs? Are not our Alis (once void of all Excuſe 
with them) e defended by their own Prattice ? But if men muſt 
x be reſtrained upon prudential Conſiderations from the Exerciſe ef 
their Conſciences in England, why net the. ſame in France a 
* Germany, where matters of State be pleaded? Cer- 
tainly whatever Shifts Proreffant; may uſe to palliate theſe Proce- 
dings, they arethas far condemnable upon the Foot of Prodence. 


Eighely, Such Procedure is great Reflection upon the 
Juſtice of the Government, in that it enacts Penalties inadequate 
to the Fault committed, viz. Tbar / © my. Liberty and 
Property, Nataral Endowments, and con Civil Provile ther, 
for ſome Error in 7 nt about Marteri Lilia, dof [af 
not be a Man, becauſe I am not ſuch a ſort of religions ſan as t 
Government woxld have me, but muſt looſe my Claim to a Natural - 
Benefits, though I harmonize with them in Civil Affairs, becaufe 
] fal trot in withthe Judgment of the. Government in ſome Points of 
a ſmyernatural Impert; t hen h no real Part of the ancient G overn- 
ment, Perhaps inſtead of going to the Left Hand, I go tothe 
Right: and'whereas fl am commanded to bear A. B. I rather 
chuſe to hear C. D. my Reaſon ſot᷑ it, being the more 2 
Iflvence the latter hath over me then the former ; and that I find 
by Experience, I am better Ficteurnd more Religion fly V * q 
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Gord Living, What Blemiſh SY to the Government ? What 
ng ha the Civil Magiſtrate ? Why may not this Man Sell, 
W, 


Buy, pay his Rent, be as good a Subject, and as true 
an Enpl:/b-man, as any Confor miſt in the Kingdom ? Howbeit, 
Fines and Goals ure very ill Arguments ro convince ſober Mens 
Underſlindints, and di ade them from the Continuance of ſq 
harmleſs a Pratt ice. a 


Laſtly, But there is yet another Inconveniency that will attend 
this Sort of Severity, that ſo naturally follows upon our Superiors 
making Conformity to the Doctrine and Worſhip of the Church of 
Enjland, the ſine qua non, or Inlet to all Property, and Ground 
bf Claim to all -Eng1iſh Civil Priviledges, to wit, that they make 

hey know, to whip their own Poſtervy. with; 


a Rod, for ought t 
fince it is I e for them to ſecure their Children to the 


Engliſk Church; and if 22 of them are never ſo 
conſeientiouſly of another Perſwaſion, they are lyable to all the 
Miſeries that may attend the Execution of thoſe Laws : Such a 
King miſt not be King; ſuch Lords and Commons mult not fit in 
P t ʒ. nay, they muſt not adminiſter any Office, be itne- 

ver ſo inferiour, . within the Realm, and they never ſo virtuous 
aid capable; their very Patrimony becomes a Prey to a Pack of 
lewd [rformers, and their Perſons expoſed to the Abuſe of Men, 

Poor or Malicious, 


But there are three — —— that ſome make againſt what [ 
have urged, not unfit to be confider'd, The firſt is this: I rhe 
Liberty fred be granted, what know we but Diſſenters may em- 
ploy their Meetings to in Again the Government, inflame 
People inte 4 Dillke of their Superiours, and thereby prepare them 
for Miſchief. 

Anſw. This Object ion may have ſome Force, ſo long as our 
Superiours continue Severity; becauſe it doth not onl 5 og 
and excite Diſſenters, but it runs many of them into ſuch Holes 
and Corners, that if they were diſpoſed to any ſuch Conſprracies, 
they have the ſecureſt Places and. O nities to effect their 
Delign, But what Diſſenter can be ſo deſtitute of Reaſon and 

Los to common Safety, as to expoſe himſelf and Family, by plot- 


* A 


* 


p, 
againſt a Government da to him, and 2 gives High the 
he deſires, and could only be ſuppoſed in commonſenſe 
F To be ſure, L Liberty io W God, according to 
their ſeveral Profeſſions, will be, as the Peoples Satiefattion, hs 


| — Governments Security ;, For if men Enj6 Acer Pre- 
. perty and their Conſcience, which is "bEacbleſt pair f it, withour 
| Holeſtation, what ſhould they object err — t for? Mad 
Men only burn their own Houſes, kill their own ildren,& mur- 
der themſelves, Doth Xindneſs or Cruelty moſt take with men 
that are but themſelvesꝰ H. Grotius with Campanella, well obſerv d, 
that 4 fierce ard rugged Hard was very ery improper oper for Nor:hern 
Conntries, Engliſh men are gain d with Mildneſs, but inflamed 
ty Severity: And many that do not ſuffer, are as apt to compaffi- 
onate them that do. And if it p to make 


Tryal of ſuch an Indulgenct, find Peace and 
Plenty to enſue. The Fane off 
Tranquillity, Power and 
Demonſtration in the Caſe, 7 | 
| that aim at as High und things for 
And if we had no other 8 
-vance, they were enough to 
more M ien to publick Good, 
tion of People for their Religious Diſſent; Boe the 'one bath 
ever produced Trade and 7 W the d greater Po- 
verty and Diſſin pon. 
The ſecond Objectian, and by far the more runs thus 
"bj. The Cent ae 1 
telt the Church e c ore to toltrace 
other Opinions, is a TIER. | 4%. 
„ Anjw 59 0 
it were h 
"Had it bed jn 9-1 en ic 
eb of 77 toor Ned been it duet ict 
E reflected more colourably a | 
* Cberch f England was 4 
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ſooner «Church, then ſhe found 2. fort of Diſſimers; and 
that the utmoſt Policy and Severity of Q. Elizaberh, King 

ame; and Charles the 1ſt,were not ſucceſsful towards an ab- 

lute Unife : Why ſhould it reflect upon them, that the 
Church of England hath not yet rid her ſelf of Diffentiag Parties ? 
Beſides, it is Notorious, that the late Wars gave that Opportuni- 
22 to ſpread, that it was utterly impoſſible 
for them to hinder, much leſs during the ſeveral Years of the 
King's Exile, at what time the preſent Parliament was no Par. 
liament, nor the generality of the Members of it ſcarce of any 
Authority. Let it be conſidered, that twas the Study of the 
Age to make People Anti- Papiffical and Anti- Epiſcopal, and 
that Power and Preferment went on that ſide:TheirCircumtances 
therefore and their Anceſtors ate not the ſame; They find theKing- 
dom Divided into ſeveral Intereſts, and it ſeems a Difficulty inſur- 


mountable to reduce them to My one Perſwaſion ; wherefore to 


render themſelvesMaſters of theirAﬀections,they muſt neceſſarily 
themſelves towards expreſt; 


God : This is not to make them reſemble Almighty God, the 

Genet Hates ont ends it ſelf univerſally, os to oe 

row his Bowels, and confine his Clemency to one ſingle Party © 

Men: It ought to be remembred, — 2 Ma 

pre bogs and that Power without Goodneſs is a frightſul Sort 
* | 


But Secondly, I deny the , Viz. That the King © 
therefore obloeged to per ſecute Diſſemers, becauſe be or the Parlia- 
ment bath . the Church of England : Fort it 
cannot be ſuppoſed or intended, that by maintaining Her, they are 
to deftroy the Reſt of the Inhabitants : Is it impoilible to protect 
her without all the reiß on the Head? Do they allow any 


te Supplant her Officers, Invade ber Livings, Poſſeſs- ber Emolu- 
ments, Exereiſe ber Authority ? Wer wal be heve I: ſhe 
net Church of England fk, in the ſame Regency, inveſted with the 
ſane Power, bearing the ſams Character? What Grandeur or - 
N tere 


(17) 
tereſt hath ſhe loſt by them? Are they not manifeſtly ber ProteBor ? I. 
ſhe wot National Church ftill? 2 are not — AC nga; 
Miluary and Maritin conferr'd upon ber Sons ?* can any of 
her Chi be ſo inſenſible as either to challenge her Superionrs 
with Want of Integrity, becauſe they had not performed Impoſ- 
kbilities? or to excite them to that Harſhneſs, which is not only 
deſtructive of many Tho uſands of Inhabitaats, but altogether 
injurious to their own Intereſt, and Jiſhonourable to a Proteftanc 
Church? Suppoſe Diſſenters not to be of the viſible Arc 
they therefore unfitto live? Did the em: treat Strangers ſo ſe- 
verely that had ſo much more to ſay then her (elf? Is not the King 
Lord of Waſtes and Commons as well as Incloſures? Suppoſe Ged 
hath elected ſome to Salvation, doth it therefore follow he bath reqro- 
bated all the reſt? And becanſe he was Cod ef the Jews, was be not 
therefore God of the Gentiles ? ere not the Gentiles bis People, ' 
becauſe the Jews were hu peculiar People ? To be brief; have 
anſwer d their Obligation, conſented to ſevere Laws, and com 
manded their Exicut ion, in that they have ſtill preferr'd her above 
Every Intereſt in England, to render her more Powerful and Uni- 
verial, till they have good Reaſon to be tired with the Lamen:- 
_ hs ay: of 1 _ to conclude, that 
the VUniformuy int is a thing Im _ . 
And I wa that theſe _ 1 ＋ 0 
Saying of King CHARLES the 1ſt (whom prete 0 
often and wht fo much Honour to remenaber) in his Advice 
to the preſent King : where he ſaith, 


Beware, of Exaſperating any 
Fattions, by the Croſſneſs and Aſperi- 
1» of ſome Mens Paſſions, Humours, 
or Private Opinions, imployed by You, 
grounded only upon their Differen- 
ces in Leſſer Matters, which are but 
the Skirts ard Suburbs of Religion, 
C 2 wherein 


Chriſtian Taleration often Diſfipates 
their Stren 225 whom e Tr - 
[ 


tion Forti 


nation at 4 moſt Enable chem to get 4 


Full Revenge upon Thoſe. they. count 


their Perſecutors; who are commonly 


r Commiſerati- 


Aſſiſted with that. 4 
a Nr attends $i; 


Suffer under the. Common 25 of 
Religion. ; . 


This malte way or 
of England, and 
referment, which uw mere then 4 


Obj. 3. 8 3 
Popery er re 


"os 
wherein «+ Charaable 22 and 


, and: pute the De iſed- 


that are ſaid to 


YM 


92 


implies a Reſolution to ſuppreſ the Reſt, 
Church of Englaid 42 TH {4 


Gx 

e e 1 es Preahyrer jo Calpe ol aver x tht 8 — 

ex Accels to Ee a it 
the Religion of thole Parts of 1 a 
tion, nor Ability prod 3 
ſuch an Indulgence wi 
can be nothing more 2 
England, then to allow of the Zallance 
no Perſon of any. real Worth will. ever 
on the contrary, it will give ber a greates 
r : and next, ic gives her ( 
and Indowments : And ſhe 
all of them to any ſuch 


ed Ls Difſcating FER in Gegen 


But this ſeems too large, ind ans op res —— | 
Medium, — 2 may com 
Corteſ & Tranquillity 1 the Cherthof 
England, as that be m — 1 
Intereſts, — is pitcht upon, and diligently purſued 
by both Epiſcepalian and Prevhyterians, at leaſt ſume of each 


— if. it becomes wiſe men to Look before they Leap, it 
will not be unadviſable for them to weigh the Conſequences of 
ſuch an En{eavour.; For, in the firſt place, therels no-one People 
I know in England, that ata Diſtance from her Do- 
ctrine as it is maintain d b 5 | 


ans, ly about abſolure Re 
a Jul fication | ; 
Religious Conteſts of our times that knows not 

In . None —— Tigre wit 


ner Denial | 
whole Diſcipline raged pings ray, —— — Ne then 
let them e if ; 


the Presbyrerians have ever 2 ; 
they pleaſe, even of their moſt reverend Fathers, 


16, , 


bs $2 / 
„ Who knows not N about theſe 
oy | — * way towards our late lamentable Trou- 


Bp. Banckreft, Bp. Lawd, cc. in Rebuke of the Prerbyrerian 
Separation; and the Names of thoſe leading Diſſenters, as Cart- 
wright, Dode, Bradſhow, Rutterford, Galaſpee, & c. fo famous a- 
mong the preſent Pre:byterians, and that for their Oppoſition to the 
Church? This couſider d, what Reaſon can any render, why the 
Epiſcopalian; ſhould fo Provide for, and Confide in an 
Intereſt that hath already Deſtra#rve to theirs? On the 
ether hand, With what Prudence may the Presbyterians imbrace 
che others Offer that intended it not in Kindneſs to them, and who | 
they muſt needs think, cannot but ow Revenge, and retain deep 
Grudges for old Stories? — 

But 4rbly, The very Reaſon given for a Compreben ſion is the 
greateſt that can be urged againſt it; namely, Suppreſſion of 
other diſſenting Perſwaſcons, I will ſuppoſe a Compreberſron and 
the Congo it, to be un Eradication of ALL Intereſts; the 
Thing deſired: But if the two remaining Part es ſhall fall out, as 
it is not likely that they will long agree, what can the Presbyte- 
rian have to Ballance himſelf againitthe Ruling Power of Epiſco- 
pacy ? or the Epiſcopalian to ſecure himſelf againſt the Aſpirings of 
Presbytery ? muſt eicher all become Epiſcopalians, or Freſ- 


2 elſe they will commix as {ron and C, which made ill 
gr for the Image in Daniel; Nor, is it to be thought, chat 
their Leggs ſhould ſtand any better. . | 


But ſome are ready to ſay; that 7 beir Difference © very minute. 
Grant it; Are they ever the more tolerable for that? Certainly, 
Forbearance ſhould carry ſome Proportion with the Greatneſs of 
the Difference, by how much it is eaſier to comply in ſmaler mat- 
ters: He that diſſents ſundamentally, is more exculable then thoſe 
that ſacrifice the Pedte und Concord /A Society about little Circnmn- 
flances; for there cannot be the ſame Inducement to ſuſpect men 


* ol 
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far can this Accommodation extend with Secars- 
ty to the Church of England? Or, on what better Terms will the 
Presbyterians conform to her Diſcipline and formal Aſs of De- 
votion, then thoſe upon which Peter du Moulin offer'd to preach 
the Goſpel at Rome? viz. That if the Pope would give bim Leave 
40 preach at Rome, be wonld be contented to preach in a Fool's Coat. 
I queſtion if the Pre:byteyian can go ſo far, Iam ſure he could not; 
and as ſure, that Peter du Moulin hop't by preaching there in a 
Fool's Coat, toinculcate that Doctrine which ſhould an- Mitre the 
Pope, and alter his Church, the very Thing the Church of England 
ought to fear: For Peter du. Moulin intended to in a Fool's 
Coat no longer, but till he had preacht the People #:/e enough to 
throw it off again. So the Presbyreriant, they may conform to 
certain Ceremonies (once as ſinfulto them, as a Fe Coat could 
be rid:calons to Feter du Moatin) that they may the better intro - 
duce their Alterations. beth iz Dofrine and. Diſcipline, 


But that which ought to go a great Way with our jours in 
their Judgment of this Matter, is not only the Benefit of à Balance 
againſt the Preſumtion of any one Party, and the Probability,if nor 
Certainty of their never being overdriven by any one Perſwaſion 
whilſt they have others to more then poiz againſt the growing 
Power of it; but the Conceit it ſelf,if not a impracticable, 
is atleaſt very difficult to the Promotors,and an Office as thankleſs 
from the Parties concern'd, This appears in the Endeavours uſed 
for a Comprehenſion of Arriansand Homonſians under one Ortho- 
doxy, related not = in our common Ecclefiaftical Hi 
more amply in the Writings of 1 to the Arriant, 
and Mariana's Spaniſh Hiſtory. publick Tefts, or com- 
prebenſive were many, Nice, Aruninum, Sir miniums &c. 
in order to agree both Parties, that neither might ſtigmati 
other with the odious Crime of Hereſe; but the | 
of all this Convocation and prolix was, thatneither _y 
could be ſatisfied, each continuing their former Sentiments, . 
grew up into ſtronger Fractions, to the Diviſion, Diſtration, and 
almoſt Deſtruction of the whole Empire; tecover d a little hy 
the prudent Moderation of Jovianw, and much improved, net by 

A. 
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a Ser-. bot — of 4 Seaſenable N f 


Conſcience 2 
155 Len ime of the Reformation, nothing 
ſeemed more Fncere then the Deſign of Union berween the L 


therars and Zuinglians: For Luther and Zuinglias themſelves 
by the carneſt Endeavours of the Landgrave of Hefſen, came 
together; bur the Sucreſs was ſo ſmall,notwithſtanding the Grave's 
Mediation, that they parted ſcarcely Civil; To be ſure, as far 
from Unity as Controverſie is. Luther Cd ö Cajeten met for 
a Compolure of the Breach betwixt the reteſams and the Pope; 


but they were too wide for thoſe Conferences to reconcile, no 


Comprehenſion could do the Buſineſs, A ſecond Eſſay tothe ſame 
2 Melanebton,Cafſender & others; the Coriſequence 
of it was, that the Parties were andrhe Heads ſſpettd, 
if not hated of their Followers : Nor had Bucer : M 
. wih great Arr and lndoltry her 7 
— ve e of a 
af ow endexvoured a Reconciliation of Lutherans and Calvi 


”iſts, is well known to thoſe that are acquainted with the Affairs 
Ger and ſuch as are hot, may furniſh themelves from 
thoſe publick Relations given by thoſe that are employed about 
3 where [Hes Comp oy ary Progreſs, 
at 
— Title they 
every Tittle 
| 20 dr ach Se roy cre upon. And 
dilintereſted, and worthy in their Attempts have had 
| Tcannor ſee how thoſ who ſeem compell'd by 
then Conſcience to ſeck and propagate a 
r 
oro the Deſi expect from God 


Mantouche with Juſtice and Merty, 
on,that may net be much better urg d 

ey are Men as well as thoſe: of other Per. 
dan, they believe as 1 


N apes 
nt 


11 
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ONES — & Prudence, co of England 

— in a by e on whoſe Account 
a Comprehenſion . are Eng liſlien, 


A 


and have an Equal of theirNative Cour- 
try, with any that live in — to » Whileſt others, and 
thoſe no better Men; aretolepated, is;as I have already iaid, The 


'Unreafonable andUnmeicifut Doctrine of abſolute Election and Re 
probation put in Prathice, 


III. A'SINCERE PROMOTION 
of General & Prattical RELIGION. 


1 am now come to dh bene be ſure, is not the leaſt Part 
of my Anß yer to the Queſtion propounded, viz. The Sincere 
Promotion of general and I R 
Ten Commandments, or moril Law, 
Mount, with other Heavenly 


ion, by which I mean the 
1d Cle s Sermon upon the 
inge, excellently improved and 
exracſlyrecommended by in the Writings of his 
Diſciples, which forbid — dnly in Deca but Th:ught ; and in 
222 Holineſs, as wit haut which no Aan, be his Pretences 
they will pal ever ſee Gad. In ſhort, General, True and Re 
quilite Religion in the — 3 is, To viſit the Wi. 
dow and the Emtherleſs, andre keep aur ſclye; trough the Univerk! 
Grace,unſpotred of th R the moſt ſacrea, ſo the moſt 
eaſio & e Way to ſetch in all Men God & Religi- 
on;for that every — — a; tab ther 
Lives never ſo i incongruous 
the Daun nece 
Accord in this gr 


| gon ect — — 2 . all verdamy nett 


>= 
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(24) 
in the moſt,;i nt only neceſſ; —.— of — Religion? 'For 
notHlug i is more certain, t would bur live upto one half 


of what they . iſe, 
thcir Edge would be taken off, nes Bo ou be remedy 

Mercy and Truth, and this unnatural Sharpaeſs ee 
would quickly find Work enough at — euch Man's 
would be nb the kerne his own Paſſions, vund in Subje· 
tion of his own Will; and inſtead of —— one anothers 
Goed Name, Liberty, or Eſtate, Compaſſion riſe, and mu- 

tual Deſires to be litent to one another ina better Sort of Livi 
Oh how decent, how dclightful would it be, to ſee Mankind 
Creation of one God, that hath y (hems wn Day). 
Accord, at leaſt inthe weighty 
Tis Want of Prattice, too — Fra 


for all the Incherityand 14 ti 

ter what Men ſay, if the Devil 

of God, the Principle of Divina 

— his rer, bur be wre —— 
teaches to — 

and Gedlily int evil World it is bs tw 


but Feat anda . — — 
Men are not reputed. G Opinion; nor & that, nor 
ought it co be offenſive tothe Government but ae what 
or eternally,” Choiſt in hisRepreſen- 
- hut 9.4 DONE gd a fa AID, 
or Fell TALKT,' but We S0 4 
neither is the form ar on, — 


— that Zeal, which would 


have 


(25). 

have Fire from 22 to eee it came from 

his owa Diſciples ; forbad to the T ares, though 
none had a more gentle or infallible Hand codo eb; He preferr 2 
Aerey —— and therefore we may we — oa 
the il Sacrifices ſome Men now offer,l mean, Impr 
Perſons, | ing of Goods, and leaving whole Families 48 \ on 
#0171008 


are far from to him, who there- 
. _ f that Heavenly — 
WP Loving 
1 we Gere Rebels-that 


— his moſt Innocent 
us, 

and ſo patient an Example the World 
to leave thoſe Barbarous Courles :. — . 
table will their Condition be, who at the Coming of the reat 
— 7 their Fele Servants, In-vain do 
Men go to Church, pray, preach, a elnes Believes, 

Chriſtians, Children of God, G. whillt ſuch Acts of Severity are 
praiſe, and apy Diſpoſition to moleft harmleſs Nei hbours. for 
„ ſo much as connrenaxc'd. A' Courle quite re 


hom; % Example 
omoting of this General Religion by a ſevere 


2 ry cer Foun Vice, and er of Virtus, 
is e [Intereſt ef aur n 
that ix merts with, — the Religious Perſwa · 


B Penal Laws for Religion 1 4 Church 
| 1 uke that out, — the 
; Ad what better 
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ma mort vpoma .. upon an Ob How 
SEES — at Men made 


poaken backward. 
2 2 e Men will-be n,; 
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them. Nor will this 


— — 
| dem wich more Humanity then other 

x agent way tongs ger 2 
| made to maintain it; wereduely regarded, 
of Men now wild and froward by Croſs and Jealous 
would learn ay and ſee & do be by far their 
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which wil enceeaſe-our 
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mas Writ wich dal ae to 
ga the "beſt their little Time, remem- 
| in the NT eee. 


about them, and 
equall N 


the 12 Day . 
rdſhi to account for; that 


they have a 
Moderation a 


diſchatg d Wc e ſed iu them by 
God — this Free · People, they may with Com- 
fort to their Souls, and ache to their _ 
and Actions, ase à e Haven of Eter- 
nl Oy So pra yes. wh) much Sincericy, 
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A Corollary. 


- 


: T Har the People are under a great Diſſat#{at7 ion. 


That the Way to q Difference t, and render contrary 


ntereſt of the Government, is, 


" Firſt, To maintain ipviolably the Rights of it, vic. Li- 
berty and Property, Legiſlation and Juries, without Neglect. 
Tha lighting and Infringing them hath been the Injury ol 
Prince and People, and early or ate the Ruin of the. ontri- 
vers of ſo ill Deſigns ; and when al has been done, the only 
E xpedient has been, to come back again to Engliſh Law: This 
rakes in all, pleaſes all, _ it ſecures and profits all; /a- 
crißcing Priviledges for the ſake of Conformity, mates 4 
Dead apes the Civil Government, alienates the Peopics 
Aﬀedions from their Prince, lodges Property in the Church, 
fo 4s none can come at it, but through Obedience ſo her Rites z 
for ſhe at this Rate has the keeping 1 it, a Thing Unknown, 45 
well as Unſafe ee Ancient Engliſh Government. 


2dly, That the Prince gevern bimſelf 3 Ballance to- 
wards Religious Intereſts; that thu beſt poizes Parties to 
his Security, readers him Maſter of an univerſal Affection, 


and makes him traly and ſafely Prince of all his County; but 


the contrary Courſe narrows bus Juſtice and Mercy, makes the 


Government to ſbine but upon one Patch of the Kingdom; to be 
Fuſt but to one Party, and diſinherit the reſt from their Birth- 
right; that thi Courſe ends in great Diſadvartage to the 
Peace, Plenty and Safety of Prince and Pe ple. 

E. zdly,” 


T7. ow 
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5 | 
3dly, And laſtly, tofeat of a we 12007 4nd 
Cr gel for Modifications, let ihem ſicep, and General and Pra- 
cucal Religion be promoted, that which receives'an Amen 
in every Mais Conſcience, from. the Principle of Divine 
Life f the Lord Keeper well call d it, in every Breaſt : 
That all agree in the moſh weighty Dottrines ; and that nothing 


moll ſooner ſweeten Mens Blood,and | fie their Natures, then 
employing that Time andPains f on leſs y „ 
is Living up to what they botk Know, Believe and Ac- 
cord in; that this leaves Men to keep Company with their own 
Comments, and makes the Text en — 4d Holy Li- 


ving neceſlary,not oni toHeavenly,butEarthlyP laces, 1 Man, 

Preferments, whence Virtue becomes the Dew to Fa vou, and 

- _ Conſcience (nom ſmothered in vhe Crowd of Siniſter In- 
teteſts) the Noble Rule of Living. | 


, Cod Almig! if it pleaſe hin, lxge Noble Reſolutions in ih 
Hearts of our eb duh to uſe 27 & free pedients, 

. Charity ma ſupplam Cruelty, Conteft yield te Go, 
wes wes 168 Diſtances meet is 4 Fuſt and Kind Neigh- 


Great and Hotiograble is that Frince, Free and Happy 
hat People, ywhere theſe Things cake Place. | 
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